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THE NEED IN PALESTINE 


End Policy of Suppression by 
Armistice and Amnesty 


PROSPECTS FOR LONDON CONFERENCE 


and the British Government, which began last week with statements of the Jewish and 


Te LONDON talks on the Palestine situation between representatives of the Jews, Arabs, 


Arab cases, have been continued this we2k. 


The Jewish case, outlined by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, emphasized that the homeless Jews 
had preserved their identity because they hoped to return to Palestine. 
Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate justified this hope, and said it had been 
repeatedly acknowledged by the British Government that the alleged conflict between promises 


made to Jews and Arabs did not exist with regard to Western Palestine. 


He claimed that the 


Jews and Arabs 


could find a meeting-ground beneficial to both, but only on the basis of the Mandate. 
The Arabs, said their spokesman, Jemal Effendi Husseini, were 


trying to prevent their country from being forcibly converted into a 
national home for another people. The problem of finding a home 
for the Jews concerned the whole civilized world; Palestine could not 
provide a solution. 

The Arabs demanded: (1) Recognition of their right to complete indepen- 
dence in their country; (2) Abandonment of the attempt to establish a Jewish 
National Home in Palestine; (3) Abrogation of the Mandate and of the ille- 
galities resulting from it, and its replacement by a treaty, creating in Palestine 
a sovereign Arab State; (4) Immediate cessation of all Jewish immigration and 
of sales of land to Jews. 

The Arabs were prepared to negotiate, in a conciliatory spirit, the condi- 
tions under which reasonable British interests should be safeguarded; to approve 
the necessary guarantees for the preservation of, and right of access to, all Holy 
Places, and for the protection of all legitimate ~ights of the Jewish and other 
minorities in Palestine. 


Imperial Interests in the Near East 


The countries to the east of the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, once 
largely under Turkish domination, are now divided into various independent 
or semi-independent Arab States. 

This map by J. F. Horrabin, from “Plebs Atlas” (N.C.L.C. Publishing 
Society) show that their importance to British imperialism is two-fold: the 
oil of Iraq and of Iran (Persia) is a vital factor, and the strategic position of 
this area in relation to the sea and air routes to India is obvious. 

The pipe-line which conveys oil from Kirkuk to the Palestine coast is also 
shown on the map. 


Arabs in Palestine, and the Arabs outside 
100 percent. 


The British can hold Pales- 


Mr. Daniel Oliver, who has had great experience in the Near East, in an 
interview with Peace News, which appears below, declares that the immediate 


need is for an armistice and an amnesty. 


WHAT ARE THE FACTS? 


N an interview with Peace News on 
Saturday, Mr. Daniel Oliver, who has 
worked for fifty years among the Arabs 
—particularly of Syria (where he is in 
charge of the Daniel and Emily Oliver 
Orphanages) and Palestine—said he did 
not see how the problem could be settled 
during the three 
weeks’ discussions. 


“What can the 
conference do?” he 
asked. “ What can 
the Arabs do? I 
know all the depu- 
tation personally, 
one by one. I know 
what they are 
going to say; but 
what can they do? 

“My own pro- 
posals for the 
immediate present 
are: an armistice 
immediately and 
the killing to be 
stopped, and an 
amnesty declared. 
I have seen the 
situation in Pales- 
tine, andIlam 
strongly opposed 
to the machine-gun and the aeroplane. 


“T disapprove of what the Arabs do in 
shooting people as much as I disapprove of 
what the British are doing. But when the 
Arabs do it it is called murder, and when 
the British do it it is called restoring law 
and order. ba 


“The British officials in Palestine are 


DANIEL OLIVER 
His experience of the 
Near East is described 
in the “ Editor’s Note- 

book,” page 2, 


among the finest people you can find. It 
is the policy that is vicious. 

“We need oil and the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. Even from that point of view it 
would pay the British to have the friend- 
ship of the Arabs. 

“We are trying to plant an alien race, 
an alien culture, an alien people in Pales- 
tine. What would I say, as a Scot, if the 
Government wanted to put a whole lot of 
Germans into Edinburgh? The Arabs will 
die in resisting it. 

“There is not the slightest chance that 
Britain will ever give up the Mandate in 
Palestine. It is not a matter of ‘ practical 
politics.’ ” 


STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 

Mr. Oliver agreed, however, that the ter- 
mination of the Mandate would continue to 
be an indispensable condition» of Arab 
acceptance of a solution. 

“This is a struggle for freedom,” he said. 
“These people are determined to govern 
themselves. They will not do it as well 
as ourselves, but they prefer to do it them- 
selves.” 

Asked if he thought the conference was 
therefore bound to fail, Mr. Oliver said, “I 
do not see how it is going to succeed.” 

When reminded that in that case the 
British Government had declared that it 
would put forward its own solution and 
enforce it, he said: “I do not believe the 
Government has any policy. It may con- 
coct one. It may restrict immigration a 
little. It may try to get the Jews to 
emigrate a little more to other countries. 
But I do not see what else it can do. 

“The Mufti represents 85 percent of the 


tine with difficulty ; shootings and so on 
will go on even if they have 500,000 troops. 
But there will come a time when we cannot 
go on. 

“For two years I have been urging that 
the Mufti is the only man they can deal 
through. He is the man who commands the 
situation because he is the man who has 
got the Arabs behind him. 


ARAB FEDERATION PLAN 

“Excluding the criminal elements, who 
are in Palestine as elsewhere, the insur- 
gents (so-called) are out for a cause. The 
leader of these said to me: ‘We fight for 
our country. We have nothing against 
Britain, nothing against the Jews. We are 
against Zionism. We insist on the stoppage 
of immigration; we insist on the stoppage 
of the sale of land to the Jews.’ 

“ The delegates in London can do nothing 
he does not approve of.” 

“What of the suggestion that a solution 
may be found along the lines of an Arab 
federation of States?” Mr. Oliver was 
asked. 

“The Arab Federation would not be a 
solution altogether,” he replied. “In the 


(Continued on page 12.) 
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A SOLDIER OF 
PEACE 


Work of Briton Shot 
in Palestine 


A SLIGHT improvement is reported in 
the general condition of Hugh Bingham, 
a young worker for peace who was recently 
wounded in Jerusalem. The improvement 
is being maintained, but he is still seriously 
ill. 
It is thought probable that he was shot 
by a stranger who mistook him for a Jew. 


Hugh Bingham went to Palestine on be- 
half of the Peace Army to offer friendship 
and personal service in the name of peace, 
and to explore the possibilities of future 
work. He made a promising beginning, 
and—like his fellow workers in Palestine— 
has received much kindness and made 
many friends. 


“NO THOUGHT OF ANGER” 


It is understood that there have been 
many letters and inquiries for him from 
Arab, Jew and Briton. 


The following statement has been sent 
to the press by Dr. Maude Royden, Presi- 
dent of the Peace Army, and Mrs. Joyce 
Pollard, the chairman: 


“We hear that Mr. Bingham has been 
wounded in the Old City of Jerusalem. 
He went out to Palestine in the service of 
peace, ready to take the same risks as a 
soldier for war. 


“We know that we can speak for him 
when we say that his sole concern would 
be that no thought of anger or revenge 
should be felt by anyone on his behalf.” 


2 


PEACE 


NEWS 


CUUUUVEVOUAUEAOTU CUE PUTA TTHUTUTETAM TES 
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T is the misfortune of the Opposition in 
I Parliament—their detractors say it is 
their fault—that they always show 
themselves on the Spanish question in the 
poorest of lights. There is nothing really 
war-like about Mr. Arthur Henderson. Yet 
why should he have wanted to adjourn the 
House because the Government had sent a 
warship for the unwarlike purpose of pre- 
venting a bloody massacre in Minorca? 


Are we not getting enough of that sort 
of thing in the continuing slaughter from 
the air of helpless people in the towns still 
held by the Government? 


Miss Ellen Wilkinson was indignant be- 
cause the British Government seems to 
have helped Franco to hold his hand. The 
facts made it only too plain—did they not? 
—that the capacity for striking was all with 
the Insurgents. 


It is tiresome, for writer and reader alike, 
to go on repeating in these notes that the 
best service the Opposition could do for the 
Spanish people is still waiting to be done. 
Yet what else is there to say? 


Let the Labous Party press unceasingly 
on the British Government the need of an 
Armistice in Spain. The Opposition seems 
to be terrified of breathing such a word. 
They appear to think that would only be 
helping Mussolini and Hitler. 


The fact is, of course, that as soon as the 
Italian and German newspapers got a 
chance to comment on the appearance at 
Minorca of a British warship with Franco's 
emissary on board, they were even more 
angry about it than Miss Wilkinson. Quite 
apart from the essential wrongness of Miss 
Wilkinson’s attitude there is but little poli- 
cal acumen in it. 


Why Not Now? 


The continuance of murder and outrage 
in Spain is far more serviceable to the 
European dictators than a stoppage of the 
fighting would be. When Franco has 
nothing left to do but survey the ruin which 
he has spread throughout his country, what 
then? Have either the German or the 
Italians the surplus wealth to spare from 
their own needs for the re-building of 
Spain? - 

--- Fynnco will ultimately have to go to 
Britain, France and America for help when 
the full and ghastly consequences of the 
Spanish tragedy are faced. Even if the 
Spanish Government were the victors, 
would not they too be in precisely the same 
position? In either event, therefore, the 
capitalist democracies of the west will set 
the pace for poor Spain during the next few 
years. 

More can be done for Spanish liberty, 
Spanish women and children, even Spanish 
soldiers by stopping rather than continuing 
the carnage. The democratic governments 
would be in a position to negotiate terms. 
That is what Mussolini fears. We ought to 
hasten towards a situation in which the 
British people could press its Government 
to negotiate the right terms. 

So both Mr. Henderson and Miss Wilkin- 
son may just as well face it now as later; 
an armistice has got to come some time. 
From the point of view of the hourly vic- 
tims, the sconer the better. 

I repeat, an armistice is the only practical 
policy. If only we had the capacity either 
for prayer or politics, we should never cease 
to pray now that it may be put into the 
mind of the politicians to move the ad- 
journment of the House on the immediate 
necessity for the fighting to stop. 


Our Mad Plunge 


IWEMBERS of the Opposition are some- 

times curiously at variance among 
themselves about the justification of their 
suspicions of Germany. Mr. Shakespeare 
had been explaining to the House that the 
decision of the Germans to build a larger 
submarine tonnage was nothing more than 


WHITEHALL THEATRE — WHI 6692 
FINAL PERFORMANCE SAT. 4th MARCH 


Evenings. 8.30. Matinees. Wed. & Sat. 2.30 
GLORIOUS MORNING 
by Norman MacQwan 
Over 300 Performances of this famous Play. 
NOW TO BE SEEN AT 


HALF PRICES 1/6 to 6/3 


ALL SEATS BOCOKABLE. 


the exercise of a right which under treaty 
we had acknowledged. 

Oh, but, exclaimed that inveterate critic 
of the Government, Mr. Mander, isn’t this 
a threat to the Russian Navy? Is it not 
rather a threat to us and France, insisted 
Mr. A. V. Alexander, not to be out-done, as 
an expert, in finding the worst of construc- 
tions. 

lf humanity ever gets through these days 
of terror and suspicion into quieter and 
more peaceful times, it will be an amazing 
chapter for the historians to write, when 
they describe the reasons our politicians ; 
found for our own mad plunge into the 
armaments race. 


Evacuation of Children 
IR JOHN ANDERSON has announced, 


in reply to a Parliamentary question,! 


that the Government will float a National 
Corporation to run camps for evacuated 
children. The camps will probably be built 
in the woodlands for purposes of conceal-, 
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Nobody will object to any sensible and 
long over-due scheme for the large develop- 
ment of the holiday camp. But lest it 
should be thought that this scheme makes 
any considerable contribution to the neces- 
sary evacuation of children from every 
large city in England, Wales and Scotland, 
it is only necessary to say that the camps, 
when they are finished, will not provide 
enough accommodation for the school 
population of Bermondsey, or less than one- 
fiftieth of the needs of Greater London. 

As indication of the comparative impor- 
tance attached by the Government to 
saving children and providing fighting men, 
Sir Auckland Geddes, Chief Adviser to Sir 
John Anderson, was proclaiming that the 
scheme of National Service was making 
much more than four million men available 


{ for recruiting. 


This enormous figure does not include the 
two million unemployed. And we know 
now what Mr. Ernest Brown would do with 
them. Irritated by interrupters in the Man- 
chester Free Trade Hall, the Minister of 
Labour took his eye off his brief for a 


ment from the air. The Government will} moment and spoke his real thought. There 


provide a million pounds and the Corpora- 


tion will recover half the cost by letting the - 


camps for holiday purposes. 


was no reason whatever, he said, why a 
young unemployed man should not join one 
of the fighting services. 


By James Hudson 


February 17, 1939 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT 


An Armistice in Spain the Only 
Practical Policy 
*Hobgoblins” in the Empire 


LU UTUETE TEU T TT PET ELE 
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ME: VYVYAN ADAMS, one of the 

Conservative enthusiasts for the school 
of collective security, wants to know when 
We are going to stop this wicked German 
propaganda among African natives. One 
would have thought such a question would 
have been superfluous in any case. 

If British rule of Africans is so much 
better than German, cannot the Africans be 
trusted to find that out for themselves? 
Apparently, Mr. Adams does not think so. 
He told the Colonial Secretary we ought 
to repeat, and still repeat in the most un- 
equivocal terms that the Germans can 
never have African colonies any more. 
How that will stop Africans from believing 
German propaganda, Mr. Vyvyan Adams 
did not explain. 

Mr. David Adams (Labour) was afraid of 
a German scientific expedition which the 
press had announced as going to East 
Africa. These scientific people, he thought, 
had sinister purposes. The more we get 
scared of Hitler, the more we people the 


dark places of our Empire with fascist 
hobgoblins. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Man Who Met King 


of Arabia: The 


Cause of Peace in Palestine : 


“G.L.’s” Birthday 


WAJHEN I saw Mr. Daniret OLIver in his 

London hotel he told me in glowing 
terms of his admiration for British officials 
and Jewish immigrants alike in Palestine. 
But he naturally enthused most over the 
Arabs, since he has lived among them for 
so long and got to know them—high and 
lowly—so intimately that he had acquired 
a great love for them. 

He showed me a magnificent cloak 
(Abayeh) which Kina Isn Saup had given 
him when he was in Arabia. Mr. OLIVER 
went as near to Mecca as any Christian is 
allowed to go—22 miles—and there was 
met by the King himself, who had come 
specially from Mecca and who Jater gave 
him this Abayeh and, wrapped up inside 
it, a Kayseyeh and Aghal (the Arab head- 
dress) and a gold wrist-watch. 

But for all his great love for the Arabs 
—fired by a passion for liberty—Mr. 
OLIVER has not come all the way to London 
from Beyrouth merely to set the cause of 
one side against another in the Palestine 
problem. 

His desire is first to advocate peace be- 
tween the Arabs and the British Govern- 
ment and between the Arabs and the Jews. 
At the same time, of course, he is natur- 
ally anxious to do all he can to show 
people in this country the side they know 
least about. 

In his work in Syria—in addition to that 
directly concerned with running the 
Daniel and Emily Oliver Orphanages at 
Ras-el-Metn, which keeps him and his wife 
busy enough—he is concerned, by one 
means or another, to get the Friends’ atti- 
tude toward peace (he and his wife are 
Quakers) across to both Jews and Arabs. 
But he is particularly concerned to help 
the Arabs in this way, in view of their 
violent methods of fighting for their cause 
of freedom. 


How We Can Help 


ASKED Mr. Otiver if there was any- 

thing he felt ordinary people in this 
country could do to help the cause of peace 
in Palestine, and he said, “I would like 
them to help spread the spirit of peace in 
the Arab world. To have peace you have 
to have understanding and good will. It 
is the spirit of love and unity with the 
Arabs that I want to spread.” 

And he told me of a group of five young 
teachers in his orphanage who were trying 
to do this by means of a weekly publica- 
tion in Arabic called The Lighthouse. 
Edited by himself, the paper circulates all 
over the Arab world, and through it they 
reckon they are “speaking to 15,000 people 
every week.” 

Their special (apart from financial) 


needs for their work are material and 
articles which they might use and one or 
two more helpers. Any help or offers could 
be addressed to him c/o Friends Service 
Council, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 


“G.L.” Eighty Next Week 


DATE which PPU members will want 

“ to note also falls next week. It is 
February 21, when their president, GEORGE 
LaNsBuRY, will be 80. 

Talking about PPU Sponsors reminds me 
that the resignation from that body of 
James Hupson has apparently led a number 
of members to believe that he had left the 
Union. This, of course, is not the case. 

A member of th2 Poplar Group of the Peace 
Pledge Union, Mr. A. L. RicHarps has been nom- 
inated for membership of the Management Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Travel Association. 

The annual meeting of shareholders, at which 
the election of the committee will take place, will 
be held at Transport House next Friday. Pacifist 
members of this association will then have an 
opportunity of strengthening paciflst representa- 
tion on the executive tbody. 


National Petition : Baseless Fears 


I HEAR that some people are refraining 

from signing the National Petition for a 
New Peace Conference because of fear of 
victimization. The editors of the New 
World Outpost (the fearless little bi- 
monthly peace publication whose second 
issue has just been published) declare, for 


example, that “many civil servants” are 


“scared” to sign the petition. 


Any others who are readers or friends of| 


“Peace News ” Offices, 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


He was Home Mission Secretary of the 
United Free Church of Scotland from 1920 
to 1925, and in 1929 he was Moderator of 
the United Free Church. 


Mr. Barr has served on a Royal Com- 
mission on the Housing of the Industrial 
Population of Scotland, and was chairman 
of the Select Committee on Capital Punish- 
ment which reported in 1930. The follow- 
ing year he was chairman of the Consulta- 
tive Committee of the Labour Party. 


‘Peace News” Abroad 


HE Cornish reader who has been arranging 
for people to send their copies to people 
abroad writes to say that the following Germans 
do not wish to receive any more copies, but that 
with the exception of the first, they wou!d appre- 
ciate friendly correspondence with English 
peop!e: Enrich Heinemann, Gustav Jasper (32), 
Werner Pospischil (28), Herr Kelert (33), Wolf- 
gang Kriiger (32), and Miss G. Thielbeer (50). 
Addresses can be obtained if required from this 


| < 


TRADE AND WAR 


% WHEN Germany reduced her order of 

iron ore from France in March of 
last year from 700,000 to 70,000 tons. the 
trade unions of Meurthe-et-Moselle and 
certain great industrialists appealed to the 
French Government for help in persuading 
the Germans to buy the original large ton- 


nage.”—Socialist Standard, 
* - 


“France, in spite of its fear of Nazi Gere 


readers of Peace News will be interested! many, increased its sales of iron ore to 


to see the reply of the Directing Secretary 
of the National Peace Council (which 
initiated the petition) to the suggestion. 

To the editors of the New World Out- 
post Gerald Bailey said: 

I can see no grounds for the fear of your 
friends that signature of the petition will lead 
to “ victimization.” Actually, the Civil Service 
Clerical Association is supporting the petition 
cordially and has sent out over 6,000 copies of 
the form to its members. 


Rev. James Barr, M.P. 


MMiEMBERS of Parliament with the title 
"4% “Reverend” are rare. The Rev. James 
Barr, whose first article in our series 
“ Speaking Personally ” appears this week, 
is one of them. 

He has been Labour MP for the Coat- 
bridge division of Lanarkshire since 1935, 
and represented Motherwell as Labour MP 
from 1924 to 1931. Formerly a Scottish 
Liberal, he is now a member of the 
Scottish Socialist Party. 


Germany after Hitler’s accession. 

“The figures speak for themselves: 
7,116,599 cwt. in 1932; 11,566,202 ewt. in 1933; 
17,060,916 cwt. in 1934; 58,616,111 cwt. in 
1935. 

“Sweden followed suit. Not only does 
it export more than 75 percent of its iron 
ore to Germany, but through Bofors sup- 
plies the Nazis with one of the most effec- 
tive anti-air-raid guns in the world. In 1937 
Germany got 42 percent of its iron ore from 
Sweden and 32 percent from France. 

“Others have been aiding the Nazis in 
the same generous manner. The Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft Co. signalized the rise of 
Hitler to power by licensing its aircraft 
engines to a German firm. 

“Soviet Russia in a recent year supplied 
52 percent of Germany’s ferro-maganese, an 
essential for armament. 

“Some German, planes today use the 
British Rolls-Royce engine."—New York 
Nation. 
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World Contecsiice 


A Letter from Sweden 


Demands from ¥ | PACIFISTS FACE WAR 
PREPARATIONS AND 
ANTLSEMITISM 


ORRESPONDENTS of Peace News in many lands, besides 
reporting particular events as they occur, give from time to 


Three Countries 


Demands for the calling of a world peace 
conference are reported from three coun- 
tries. 


1. Denmark.—The Danish No More War 
Movement has addressed a communication to 
the Prime Minister urging the Government, first 
to take no steps toward an increase of Den- 
mark’s military establishment, but rather to 
liquidate it “for the protection of our culture, so 
inconsistent with such an_ establishment”; 
second, to bring its influence to bear, together 
with the other Scandinavian Governments, to- 
ward the calling of a world conference for dis- 
armament and economic amelioration. 


2. America, — The Federal Council of 
Churches has called upon the World Council of 
Churches to summon an international Christian 
conference on economic amelioration. It was 
suggested, however, that such a conference might 
be unnecessary if President Roosevelt would 
himself convene at an early date a World 
Economic Conference as requested in an earlier 
resolution of the Federal Council. 


3. France.—Calling on the Government to 
open consultations for the calling of an interna- 
tional peace conference, a resolution signed by 
all the members of the Socialist Party has been 
distributed to French deputies. 


The proposal is that representatives of all 
nations should be invited to this conference 
and that an armistice should be declared in 
Spain before it meets. 

Petition for New Peace Conference— 
latest news, page 6. 


Women Retain Faith in 
World Cooperation 


The Peace and Disarmament Committee 
of the Women’s International Organizations 
has reaffirmed its faith in a system express- 
ing the moral conception of world unity. 

In a pamphlet just issued it recalls that in 1932 
it adopted a definite policy, supporting a system 


of world cooperation for the organization of 
peace which provided for: 


Peaceful settlement of 
putes; 


Changing. by peaceful means, of world 
economic and political conditions; 


international dis- 


Reduction, limitation and control of arma- 
ments; 


Effective collective action to prevent, or in 
the last resort to stop. a breach of world peace. 


It declares that the principle of international 
cooperation, for which it stands, must ultimately 
triumph. 


The committee is composed of the representa- 
tives of twelve international organizations and 
five groups of national and regional organiza- 
tions. Since these organizations are represented 
in 56 countries and have a combined membership 
of some 45,000,000 women, the committee repre- 
sents the greatest concerted effort for peace ever 
undertaken by women. 


time a survey of conditions i 


in their respective countries, and 


tell how the campaign for peace is progressing. 
We print, below, a survey of this nature received from our 


correspondent in Sweden. 


From Our Own Correspondent 
SIRI LEANDER 
STOCKHOLM. 

N Sweden we have no such common 
| Fore for constructive pacifists as Peace 

News. Moreover, efforts to consolidate 
pacifist groups here have not up till now 
been successful. They may be later. How- 
ever, much thinking and acting in different 
fields of peace work can be done and is 
being done. 

Pacifist proposals do not yet have much 
influence upon the kind of “ solutions” of 
actual conflicts that the politicians feel 
forced to adopt. But what is certain is that 
we shall have to pay attention to what non- 
pacifist policy puts into force in the way 
of measures toward militarization—and 
take our position. 


CHRISTIAN PACIFISTS’ ATTITUDE 


Recently, members of various local 
groups of the Swedish group of the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation met 
and considered the task of Christian paci- 
fism in the world situation. The discussion 
concentrated on the attitude of Christian 
pacifism to the Government’s measures of 
defence; what can be done to bring forth 
in our congregations a Christian line on 
these questions; and what can we do to 
diminish anti-semitism and to soften the 
hard attitude to the refugee question? 

Among the members of the Fellowship 
different positions are held, from non- 
violence in any event to the acceptance of 
military defence as a last resort. How can 
it be so? One answer given was: Because 
we judge differently of ways and means for 
ends we ali strive for. And the remedy: 
Carry on the examination in the light of 
realities a little longer! In other words, 
see the vision in the light of facts. 

Some practical tasks suggested were: 
The spreading of true information regard- 
ing current affairs; work for the recogni- 
tion of international civil service as of 


Latest Moves to Help 
the Refugees 


AT the Evian Conference in London on 

Monday it was revealed by Dr. Max 
Henriques-Urena, of the Republic of Santo 
Domingo, that his country was prepared to 
take up to 100,000 refugees of the profes- 
sional and business classes as well as work- 
ing men. He said the Republic was, in fact, 
disposed to take about a quarter of the 
total number of refugees estimated to come 
from Germany. 

Mr. Myron C. Taylor announced that he had 
been authorized by the President of the Philip- 
pine Islands to state that the Philippine Govern- 
ment was disposed to take about 1,000 refugees 
a year. The Government hopes to populate the 
southernmost island of the group. Mindanao, 
which is 37,000 square miles in extent. 

Australia’s offer to take 15,000 refugees within 
three years, subject to the existing laws of in- 
dividual selection, was repeated by Mr. J. S. 


Duncan. 
Trade Union Attitude 

Outlining the position of the trade union 
movement in regard to the refugee pro- 
blem Mr. H. V. Tewson, assistant secretary 
of the Trades Union Congress, has ex- 
plained that the trade union movement 
‘was concerned with the regulations and 
methods of placing the small number of 
refugees who entered industry either as 
specially skilled workers or for training 
purposes. 

Some sympathetic employers had created 
facilities without any displacement of labour 


whereby a refugee might secure training for 
some form of industrial work when he emigrated. 


British Guiana 
The British Government has accepted an 
offer by.the United States to send an ex- 
pert Commission to ‘investigate the possi- 
bilities of refugee settlement in British 
Guiana. 


A Colonial announcement states that “ pro- 
vided the results of this survey were satisfactory, 


his Majestys Government contemplated the 
lease of large areas of land on generous terms 
under conditions to be settled.” 

Bishop on Humanity 

Addressing a meeting of the Jewish His- 
torical Society of England recently, the 
Bishop of Chichester said that the present 
refugee movements were a challenge to 
humanity. He believed it was possible to 
absorb in this country and other European 
countries a far greater number of Jewish, 
Christian, and other refugees than had yet 
been envisaged. 

The Governments of the British Empire would 
act both wisely and nobly he said, if they linked 
the problem of emigration of refugees with that 
of Empire migration and Empire population 
generally. 

British Government Grants 

A further immediate grant of £40,000 has been 
made by the British Government to the Inter- 
national Relief Fund for Spain in order to meet 
the desperate needs of victims of the civil war 
in Spain. 

If the need still exists on March 1 the British 
Government will make another grant of the 
same amount. This would bring the Govern- 
ment’s total contributions to the fund to £120,000. 


Swedish Grant 
Without putting the question to the vote, both 
Chambers of the Swedish Riksdag granted the 
sum of £78,000 asked by the Government in sup- 
port of relief work in Spain, principally, but not 
exclusively, among refugee children. 


Gifts from America 

The United States is sending very large sup- 
plies of flour to Spain, and an American mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, Howard Kershner, 
has been appointed Field Director for the ad- 
ministration of the American gifts and for the 
International Commission. 

In view. of this very satisfactory position the 
Commission has been able to authorize the 
quadrupling of the work at present being done 
in the Madrid and Southern areas and has 
funds available for assistance to refugees cross- 
ing into France. 


equal value with national military service; 
helping the refugees; and finding and 
strengthening possibilities of resistance 
against militarization and fascism. 

One source of weakness is our failing 
belief. Do we believe in God, in men? We 
must keep to the belief that truth and jus- 
tice shall be victorious, even if we shall 
not live to see it. 

Having begun this correspondence by 
mentioning one thing pacifists in our 
country miss, I will finish by pointing to 
another thing that is hoped for in the near 
future by many of us: a stronger bond be- 
tween and closer cooperation of pacifists 
in different countries, a more determined 

“united front.” Many tasks are in need 
of our joint efforts. 

Such a unity of pacifists across national 
and other borders would also better illus- 
trate the reality of human oneness than 
more isolated groups can do. 


Niemoeller’s Successor 


“Sacked” 


Pastor Friedrich Mueller, successor to 


'Pastor Martin Niemoeller, has been un- 


frocked by a Nazi ecclesiastical court in 


i Berlin and deprived of his living. 


Pastor Mueller and 2,000 other Protestant 
clergymen prepared a “peace prayer” 
during the September crisis which called 
on good Germans to fight for peace. 

At first regarded by the Nazis as “high 
treason,” the charge has since been reduced 
to one of “ misuse of the pulpit.” 
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Passes of the Pyrenees. 


SEND US MONEY 


Hon. Treasurer : 8 


Hon. Secretary: H. Runham Brown, 


Wud nly 
: Pastor ig vu 


IPOLL 


From three sides refugees are descending through the snow-covered 


enlarged. 
A Food Centre has been Opened. 


Our Spanish Council is in Charge. 


WE WANT £1,000 IMMEDIATELY { 


=e Oe ae 


[NEWS FROM) 
ABROAD _| 


Growing Support 


For P.P.U. in 
South Australia 


THE South Australian Peace Pledge 

Union, formation of which we an- 
nounced three months ago, now has 260 
members, including 15 clergy. It is a 
branch of the Australian PPU which is 
affliated to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 


The South Australian branch has lost no 
time in getting to work. The pressure of 
the Government, “ big business” and finan- 
cial groups to make young men enlist is 
very great, but the PPU is finding a con- 
siderable group of people who are thinking 
along the same lines as pacifists. 


After one PPU member had spoken from 
the Salvation Army “ Ring” in an Ade- 
laide park, for instance, 26 signatures to the 
peace pledge were secured. The secretary 
of the branch spoke from the Labour 
“Ring? in the same park and got 33 signa- 
tures. Double the number could have been 
obtained if more helpers had been avail- 
able. 


WORLD CONFERENCE DEMAND 


Public meetings are held monthly, and 
the branch is trying to get its speakers into 
various organizations and church groups. 


The economic side of current problems 
is stressed, and at a recent public meeting 
a resolution, carried unanimously, de- 
manded the calling of a world. conference 
to settle the question of colonies and other 
matters in dispute. 


The pledge taken by members of the 
South Australian PPU reads: “I am deter- 
mined not to support any war, and will 
strive for the removal of the causes of war.” 
A manifesto recently issued also stressed 
the need for constructive action in the 
economic sphere. 
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The War Resisters’ International established a year ago in 


E-MOLLO 


A CHILDREN’S HOME 


The village is packed, our Home is being | 
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Chairman: The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P, 


SEND US CLOTHING. 

- Miss A. Ruth Fry. 
11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. } 
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PEACE 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


Facts For Peace Workers : : 
Mumford on Palestine 


THE common voter has no time to study 

back history and can be limitlessly 
bamboozled. It is, of course, quite open 
to anyone to say, in the words of a recently 
arrested Austrian priest, that Hitler is a 
low fellow or to use the terms of Mr. 
Garvin or Mr. Claud Cackburn, according 
to taste. It is not pardonable to darken 
counsel for the common voter on facts. 
Bad “peaces” result from such popular 
ignorance. 

The relation of “Germany” to the old 
Czech or Bohemian principality is almost 
precisely that of Britain to Ireland. Th2 
Sudetenland is its somewhat quieter 
Ulster. Germany (a geographic expres- 
sion) has no more “right” to the greater 
part of Bohemia than Britain has to Ire- 
land; the first Reich had the same claim to 
the one as the United Kingdom had to the 
other. Long before Henry II conquered 
Ireland, or parts of it, Bohemia was a re- 
cognized part of the first Reich. Its king 
was one of the seven electors of the Reich 
emperor and was hereditary cup-bearer. 
Some at least of those rulers whose suzer- 
ainty was admitted from Hamburg to 
Munich had their capital in Prague— 
whereas I can recall no king of Britain 
who had his residence in Dublin. 

To talk of the Archduchy of Austria as 
though it were a distinct State over 
against “Germany,” before 1806, I submit 
is historical nonsense. It is true that there 
were civil wars in the feeble Reich, as 
there were later in England. That is irrele- 
vant to “the rule of law” and the position 
in law. Further, if Miss Macaulay will 
consult, e.g., Professor Trevelyan’s little 
England under the Stuarts, the map, under 
date 1702, she will see both Austria and 
Bohemia, along with Cologne and the rest, 
quite neatly tucked away within the 
“Reich of the German People.” Inciden- 
tally, Eger, of which we hear so much was 
transferred by Lewis the Bavarian in pawn 
to John of Bohemia, our old school-book 
friend of Crecy and the three feathers. 

The first Reich ended in 1806; and its last 
emperor became the Emperor Francis I of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire as subjects 
of which most Czech politicians were born. 
In the formation of the second Reich from 
the North German Confederation, &c., Bis- 
marck’s policy excluded Austria. Perhaps 
the second Reich, which faded out into the 
Weimar Republic, had no connexion with 
the first; but many Germans of that Reich 
thought it had and, after 1918, many from 
the East March (Austria) shared the same 
view. ; 

The third Reich is an affair of Herr 
Hitler's. The important thing to note is 
that his historical memory, if convenient, 
is long and his ambitions guided by it. It 
does much to explain the propaganda for, 
as well as the fears in, the Axis. 

If we are to confront Herr Hitler we had 
better understand the world of historic 
forces in which we move. It is here the 
duty of moralists and politicians to preach 
and of the literati to inform us dis- 
passionately. 

GEORGE CATLIN 

2 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, S.W.3. 


I should like to support Mary Gamble’s 
letter of last week, in expressing apprecia- 
tion of. Ben Greene’s work in connexion 
with the Peace and Progressive Informa- 
tion Service. 

I feel very strongly the imperative need 
for knowledge of the facts behind the sur- 
face impressions usually supplied by news- 
papers. 

Recent work in door-to-door canvassing 
has shown me the really appalling ignor- 
ance of most middle-class people about 
vital matters concerning their own town 
and country. Lightly formed opinions, 
based on scanty and often ambiguous in- 
formation, are just as harmful to sane 
reasoning and the understanding of the 
other fellow’s viewpoint as is the most 
subtly organized propaganda. 

V. DONNAHEY 

10 Weymouth Terrace, Western Esplanade, 

Southampton. 


(" is literally impossible to publish all 


the fetters:we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication, 


Pacifists and 


Economic justice among the nations 
cannot be separated from economic 
justice among men and women within 
the nations. The struggle against unem- 
ployment, which is the lot of over two 
million of our fellow citizens today, and 
to which over ninety percent of the 
population are liable, is one in which 
every pacifist should be engaged. 


There are certain definite proposals . 
for making a substantial reduction in 
the number of unemployed which could, 
and should, be put into operation at once. 
They are as follows: 


Lowering the pensionable age and paying 
adequate pensions to enable elderly people to 
retire from industry. 


Raising the school leaving age without 
exemptions, and paying adequate allowances 
fof children thus remaining at school. 


Such shortening of working hours as will 


oe Warmongers” 


JN Warmongers Clive Bell has given the 

Peace Pledge Union something to work 
on and there is little or no reason for others 
to confuse the issue with repetitions or 
variations on a theme. Let Mr. Bell’s 
pamphlet be our blue print. Let us work 
on it and it alone. 


But it is as well to bear-in mind the facts. I 
suppose it is our ambition to get the working 
class man behind us, for the weight of his in- 
fluence is more important than anything. But I 
see little hope of this at present. You cannot 
expect clear logic from a man with an empty 
belly. He falls back on sentimentality and false 
patriotism because there is no relief to be got 
out of logic and ethics. He has nothing to live 
for and therefore the idea of war is not particu- 
larly appalling to him—while the idea of losing 
the romance of empire, &c. (that is, having to 
face deprivation of his only source of relief), does 
strike up some kind of fear in him. 

Additionally, he is too physically weak to resist 
conscription. He will turn the scales in favour 
of war because he has nothing materially to de- 
fend. Aggression, however, would mean the 
defence of his only alleviation—the dream-fan- 
tasy of empire and prestige which is his sole 
stand-by at present. 

Give him a life worthy of a human being and 
then appeal to his logic and the chances are 
you'll get a pacifist. But the average man who 
is up against it domestically has the same warped 
mind that victim-countries have; a mind that lets 
out vituperations against its neighbours because 
i is thrown off its equilibrium by suffering. 

It is for us to remember that in approaching 
the masses we are approaching sufferers incap- 
able of thinking in terms of reason. It is highly 
desirable therefore (apart from humanitarian 
reasons) to bring alleviation within their reach 
before entertaining the idea of their support. 
But desirable as it is, it is impossible because the 
only ethics, those of the PPU, that extirpate war 
are not created for this purpose of alleviation; 
neither is the PPU engineered on a scale large 
enough to undertake this job. More, then, is the 
crying shame that the ethics that are founded 
an the basis of “ poor-relief” should have a de- 
finite vein of “warmongering”™ evident in their 
make-up. I refer to the Labour Party. 

So how can the PPU hope to prosper against 
the heavy odds of poverty? 

Poverty binds a vile spell of unreason where- 
ever it goes, and that it contrives to be omnipres- 
ent is becoming a platitude.. 

It is also a platitude that the people holds sway 
over a country’s destiny and as that people has 
contracted the malady of irrationality from 
poverty, the PPU have, in that fact alone, work 
before them of unrealized dimensions. 

Already I have stated that poverty cannot be 
removed upless a certain ethics, or a certain 
party, is in control of the State. That certain 
party, however, is a danger to peace owing to its 
aggressive tendencies. 

The growth of the PPU depends on the ration- 
ality of the masses. The rationality of the masses 
depends on just rule, and this is not forthcoming 
from the present government. Yet the present 
government is the only one that knows how to 
handle the touchy temperaments of the ill-used 
Powers. 


The only hope that I see is in a wide 
distribution of Clive Bell’s Warmongers. 
This pamphlet has such power that it may 
be capable of bringing about the impossible, 
that is, of making (of successfully asking, 
I should say) the masses save civilization 
for the privileged few who still have the 
means to ifs enjoyment. In exchange, 
those privileged few must make a pledge 
to exert themselves to bring the rescued 
civilization to the doors of the people who 
have saved it for them. 

T. L GLOVER 

57 Copers Cope Road, Beckenham, Kent. 


Unemployed 


ensure 2 fairer distribution of work. 
Planning necessary public works. 


Legislative action to prohibit the exploita- 
tion of casual and underpaid labour and of 
women’s work. 


The above proposals are being spen- 
sored by the recently formed Christ and 
Unemployment Crusade. I urge upon 
the readers of “ Peace News” who are 
deeply concerned with the refugees 
from the British capitalist system, the 
immediate pledging of themselves “to 
use every opportunity and power, 
personal, political and social,” in the 
struggle against unemployment. Also 
to write to the Rev. William Dick, 
Trinity Hall, Augusta Street, London, 
E.14, for further particulars of the 
Crusade. 


WILL HAYDEN. 
76 Calabria Road, N.5. 


Catholics and 
War 


NE: BURCH (Peace News, February 10) 

draws my attention to The Church 
and War, by Stratmann. I am aware of 
that able work; but the trouble is this: the 
maxims of Catholic theologians, on peace 
and war, are so vague that they can be 
made to support anything. For example, 
in your December 9 issue Mr. Attwater 
interpreted them as leading to condemna- 
tion of all modern war; but in a Dublin 
paper, Our Boys, January 19, a writer, 
“K. B. S.,” interpreted the same maxims 
as justifying Franco’s war! 

I see two other writers (A. J. Nash, and J. N. 
Burfoot) commend the pacifist society, “Pax.” 
I joined it two years ago; but have been puzzled 
by two points. First, it claims to be based on 
Roman Catholic principles, and yet to be “ inter- 
denominational.” How can that be, as the 
Church forbids “inter” religious action? 
Second, if “Pax” is “under the direction of 
Catholics,” what voice do its non-Catholic mem- 
bers have in its control? I admire “ Pax’s” testi- 
mony against war, but hope Mr. Burfoot, as its 
secretary, may clear up these puzzles. 

J. W. POYNTER 

64 Sotheby Road, Highbury, London, N.5. 


Pacifists and Evacuation 


The Government evacuation scheme has 
been launched. What is the pacifist to do? 
Can he lend his sympathy and support to 
the scheme? So far, he may have voiced 
his antipathy to the whole ARP plan and 
refused to cooperate with it. 

But what about this evacuation scheme? 
This is different. After all, a man may do 
what he likes with his own life in war, but 
when he objects to sheltering innocent, de- 
fenceless children in his home, he is just 
mean and despicable, Granted that his 
pious principles do not allow him to partici- 
pate in ARP work, surely he should seize 
this glorious opportunity for practising that 
brotherly love he has preached so much. 
Thus proceeds the heart-melting argument 
for pacifists cooperation in the Government 
exacution scheme. 

Three Welsh Congregational Ministers in 
this district, the Revs. W. J. Rees and Idwal 
Jones and I, have decided upon a retalia- 
tory course of action. We have forwarded 
a letter to our local council calling upon 
its members to support the following 
declaration :—~ 

That s:ospitality be offered to the children 
of the danger zones, should a British proposal 
for abolishing bombing from the air be rejected 
at a world conference, called immediately by 
our Government. ’ 

After receiving the local council’s 
answer, we propose to convene a public 
meeting in order to launch a petition to 
the Government on these lines. 

This provides an immediate practical 
policy for pacifist and non-pacifist alike. It 
is a declaration made in the spirit and in 
accordance with the principles of demo- 
cracy. To let this opportunity go unheeded 
is to open the door wider still for the con- 
trary spirit of fascism. 


(Rev.) R. GWYNEDD JONES 
Pontardawe. 
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Captain 


RAR. BAKSTANSKY (Peace News, Feb- 
ivi ruary 10) claims that I have ignored 
the fact that every British Government 
since the War has denied that Palestine 
was included within the territories 
promised to the Arabs. What I said in my 
article was that too much attention could 
be paid to war-time promises. 


What is important today is not the ques- 
tion as to what promises were or were not 
made but what are the vital facts govern- 
ing the situation? Such facts Mr. Bakstan- 
sky ignores when he denies my statement 
that Palestine is an Arab country because, 
he reminds us, that area has been for cen- 
turies under Turkish rule. The fact that 
it had been under Turkish rule does not 
alter the position of Palestine as an Arab 
country, populated by Arabs, where the 
Arabic language is spoken and Arabic cul- 
ture predominant. 


May I remind Mr. Bakstansky that 
Mecca, Medina, Baghdad and Damascus 
were also under Turkish rule until 1917? 
Would he therefore claim that they are not 
Arab cities? Surely their subjection to 
Turkish rule partly explains the strength 
of their present nationalism and their de- 
termination to keep all Arab areas free of 
foreign domination. 


Next, Mr. Bakstansky gives us a picture 
of an Arab Empire of 1,150,000 square miles 
(greater than Western Europe) inhabited 
by only 13,000,000 Arabs, but he conve- 
niently omits to mention that between 60 
and 70 percent of this area is uninhabitable 
desert and therefore hardly deserving his 
description of “spacious luxuriousness.” 


Mr. Bakstansky definitely challenges my 
statement that resurgent nationalism exists 
amongst the Arabs, and suggests that the 
present Palestine revolt is merely the re- 
sult of vast funds sent there by Hitler and 
Mussolini. While it is undeniable that 
Hitler and Mussolini have fished in 
troubled water in the Middle East (as else- 
where) it is a historical fact that Arab 
nationalism was a power throughout the 
Middle East when these two important 
gentlemen were private soldiers in their 
respective national armies. 


I myself spent fourteen years in different 
parts of the Arab world and found Arab 
nationalism to be a vital problem during 
the whole of that period throughout the 
area where Arabs predominate. 


Mr. Bakstansky claims that two million 
Jews could find a home in Palestine with- 
out doing harm to the present inhabitants. 
Even if this statement should be techni- 
cally correct (which I doubt) it ignores the 
psychological aspect. The Arabs, being 
nationally minded today, believe that to 
be turned into a minority is detrimental to 
their interests. They believe this with a 
passion that cannot be put on one side by 
the quotation of facts and statistics. To 
force them into the position of a minority 
at the point of the bayonet will not give 
the Jews that new home, free from the 
scourge of anti-semitism, which both Mr, 
Bakstansky and I agree they must have. 


The fact that I have here stated the Arab 
case will not, I hope, lead anyone to sup- 
pose that I am pro-Arab and anti-Jew. The 
Jews need our sympathy and help more 
than the Arabs and it is because of the 
urgency of their need that I ask them to 
have the coyrage to make a fresh start in 
their search for a national home. Political 
Zionism will not help the Jewish race. by 
refusing to face facts. 


PHILIP S. MUMFORD 


Farley Green Farm, Albury, near Guildford, 
Surrey 


Help for Eugene Lagot 


The members of the Portsmouth and Southsea 
Group of the Peace Pledge Union have asked me 
to signify our whole-hearted support of Rachael 
Simpson’s plea (Peace News, January 27), for 
individual letters to M. Daladier asking for the 
release of Eugene Lagot, and for a huge poster 
parade in London demanding Lagot’s release. 

We believe that the latter is not merely good 
propaganda but a solemn duty. 

As France wishes to keep on good terms with 
Britain, and considers that she is still a demo- 
cratic country, it is quite possible that by letters 
to the French Premier, we could secure Lagot’s 
release. 

CLIFFORD W. HANCOCK. 


c/o 6 Pelham Road, Southsea, Hants. 
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oward a Christian 


Social Policy 


By ROBERT J. SCRUTTON, 
Founder of the United Christian Petition Movement 


We do it on the door-step by asking the 
this country and elsewhere are in need of peek ee digs inthe monctaae Seater hice people to signa legal med ae We a pi 
them. the United Christian Petition Movement asks to churches to unite on Z ristian ocla 

Not only are many thousands of unem- have examined. principles in the service of God and 
ployed in the distressed areas and in many} * humanity; to bless our efforts in demand- 
of the so-called prosperous districts suffer- ; ing a true Christian Social Order as a 
ing poverty, there are also the employed IN certain towns the movement ha3 national and a world policy. 
whose incomes are far from sufficient to united representatives of every Having presented their petition at the Home 
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** God's Blessing” fcr 
National Service 


“"THE Blessing of Almighty God | 
for the success of the Wimbledon } 

National Service Campaign” was 
asked, according to the programme 
leaflet at a Church Parade of Service 
Units in the Borough held in 
Wimbledon Town Hall on Sunday. 

The service was held in cooperation 
with the Wimbledon Christian Social 
Council. 


NATIONAL 
SERVICE: 
QUAKERS’ 


On the one hand: millions unem- 
ployed—their plight was discussed 
in Parliament yesterday. 

On the other: destruction of food and 
the means of production lying idle. 


which is being tackled by the move- 
ment described in this article. 


FooP supplies are being destroyed 
or their production and distribu- 
tion restricted whilst millions of people in}that the wage-earner would be as badly off as 


That is the paradox of our times 
| 


feed and clothe a moderate family. 
middle classes are not free from insecurity. 
Retailers are forced into bankruptcy, or 
lose their independence by being forced 
into amalgamation with huge monopolies 
and combines at an increasing rate each 
year. All types of industries are suffering 
the same fate. 

Freedom, security, cooperation ani 
fellowship have become impossible under 
the present regime of intensive cut-throat 
competition. 

* 

IX Coventry the churches were asked 
to define the social principles 
which would make possible a true Christian 
economic order. The principles were 
drawn up and published in a pamphlet 
entitled The Christian Church and Social 
Duty. which is now supported by all deno- 

minations. 

A political agent wrote to the local press 
advising business men not to support the 
Bishop's appeal for the “New Church Fund” 
if the churches joined together in this 
united Christian campaign. Thus it was 
made clear that certain institutions were 
not interested in improving the conditions 
of the nation. These institutions did not 
belong to any particular class, industrial. 
or religious section of the community, but 
to those whose livelihood depended on 
class and party conflicts, and who will use 
any means to keep the people suspicious 
of each other, divided, and afraid to act 
in unity. 

In spite of these difficulties 60,000 out of 
70,000 Coventry voters signed a petition, 
praying the King to order a judicial in- 
quiry to discover among other things 
‘whether the present economic conditions 
be not contrary to Christian social policy”; 
and all religious and political loyalties 
were represented in the deputation of 400 
Coventry citizens sent to London with the 


petition. Similar united opinion can be 
created in any city in spite of all 
opposition. 


* 


T cannot be done by entering into 
politics; politics divide. It cannot 
be done by asking for the support of any 
particular scheme of reform or any particu- 
lar theology. But it can be done if the 
people are asked to support those common 
Christian principles which underlie all 
schemes and ideas of reform for human 
betterment. 

Everybody wants rates and taxes reduced 
and prices lower. They want to be able 
to sell and buy their goods and to pay their 
way. On these things people can agree 
but not on the methods of doing them. 
Wisdom or commonsense tell us that if 
nations can produce goods it is not beyond 
human intelligence to distribute them. The 
person without a car or a loaf may desire 
to have them; the people who produce them 
want the would-be-buyer to have them. On 
that we can also agree; but the goods can- 
not be bought and sold because there is a 
shortage of money. 

These points are dealt with in detail in 
the United Christian Petition. 


* 


"THE real purpose of our existence 

is a spiritual, cultural objective. 

But when each individual is forced to com- 

pete with every other, for the whole of 

his life for mere existence and security he 

cannot give thought to the higher purpose 
of life. 

People are forced to do things which are 
dishonest, because-otherwise they cannot 
survive in the present competitive system. 

The industrialist knows he cannot pay his 


workmen a sufficient wage. If he raised wages 
he would also have to raise the prices of his 


Social Principles. This will be placed be- 
fore the proposed judicial commission of 
inquiry as the criterion for the examination 
of the present system. 

The first question we have to ask the 
commission to decide is “Does the present 
system of society conform with Christian 
Social Principles?” 

Then we ask that an examination be 
made of the productive system to discover 
if it can provide the material requirements 
of a Christian Social Order. 

It will be shown that it is not industry 
but the monetary system which is at fault 
in failing to distribute the goods made 
available. 

The statistics of America, of the Irish 
Free State, of Australia and this country 
show that on the average only a third of 
what is actually produced by these coun- 
tries can be bdught by the inhabitants. 
This is an amazing state of affairs. 

We ask for an impartial examination to 
reveal the facts of the case. If the financial 
system cannot deliver the goods in accord- 
ance with Christian social principles then 
it must give place to a more practical 
system. Schemes of reform must be ex- 
imined by experts and judged on the basis 
pf their human and ethical merits and the 
ndustrial capacity of the country, and the 
most practical scheme adopted. Finance 
ind industry must be made to serve 
humanity and the spiritual and culturai 
purpose of its existence. 

aS 
n 

How are we to create the informed 

and active public opinion neces- 

sary to bring about this examination and 
the reforms we desire? 


During 1934 over 2,500,000 people died 
from starvation and enarly 1,300,000 
committed suicide because of economic 
distress. (These figures were published 
by the World Committee for Relief.) 
During the same period 1,500,000 car- 
loads of wheat, 300,000 carloads of coffee, 
600,000 cwt. of sugar, 50,000 cwt. of rice, 
60,000 cwt. of meat, were deliberately 
destroyed to maintain prices at a so- 
called economic level. 


w - * 


More than £93,000,000 worth of food- 
stuffs were destroyed during two recent 
years. 


What the Present System Means 


The denomination in a Statement of Christian Office to await similar presentations from other 
cities, the Coventry citizens have taken up the 
second stage of this campaign. Every household 
is being visited again and is being asked to join 


the movement for further Christian action. 
About 50 or 60 householders out of every 7U 
visited readily join the movement. 

The Mayor of Coventry then appealed to 
every Mayor in the country to initiate similar 
action in his own town. In many towns the 
civic authorities and the clergy have undertaken 
to follow the example. Lord Mayors and Mayors 
have written to say that they will call town’s 
meetings if the clergy will cooperate with them 
or at least bless the Christian objective of the 
campaign. 


* 


BIRMINGHAM or Sunderland will 

send the next petition and depu- 

tation to London. They will be followed 
by Liverpool and other cities. _ 

In London there is a petition shop in 
Notting Hill Gate, where a great number 
of signatures have been collected by mem- 
bers and friends of the Economic Reform 
Club. Many London clergy have shown 
their willingness to help in a systematic 
door-to-door canvass to obtain signatures. 
They will cooperate with the civic authori- 


‘ties in calling meetings in a number of 


Boroughs. There remain many districts 
where people have to undertake the pre 


‘liminary work of calling upon the clergy 


and civic authorities. 

If the Kingdom is to come on earth, then some 
day it must be legislated for. So let us demand 
the necessary legislation now. Then, and then 
only, shall we be practical Christians. 

Qther peoples of the British Empire are 
anxious to cooperate with us, such as those of 
New Zealand, Australia, Canada and Jamaica. 
There are those who are prepared to go to 
Europe to initiate similar action there. 

(Inquiries concerning the United Kingdom 
Petition Movement should be sent to 1, Esmond 
Court, Kensington Square, London, W.8). 


The destruction continues today. 
Farmers are fined for growing too many 
potatoes. Officials inspect stores and 
destroy oversize potatoes. 

= = * 


Four years ago a group of men could 
be found in Liverpool who, in the 
middle of the night, took barrows filled 
with various kinds of food supplies 
from City stores to a destructor, there 
to be burned. It was cheaper to burn 
them than to sell at lower prices. 

Each man destroyed approximately 
£750 of goods in a week and received 
£1 17s. 6d. 


= 


STATEMENT 


L'OLLOWING is the full text of the state- 
ment on the Government’s Voluntary 
National Service Scheme drawn up by the 
Society of Friends and extracts from which 
we quoted last week: 

The history of our religious society shows that 
Friends have always held the belief that all men 
and women should give voluntary service to the 
community in which they dwell. Much that is 
best in our national life has been built on this 
principle. The idea that such service should be 
universal is excellent. 

We cannot, however, divorce the present appeal 
for “ National Service” from the special purpose 
with which the Government has associated it. 
It is the fear of war which has stimulated the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues to this impor- 
tant extension of the idea of voluntary service; 
the ways in which we are encouraged to give our 
service are such as are best calculated to pro- 
mote the efficient conduct of war. Mr. Cham- 
berlain tells us that “it is a scheme to make,us 
ready for war.” To share, therefore, in this par- 
ticular scteme is to share in the preparation for 
war. 

It is true that Sir John Anderson has added 
his belief that this preparation for war is “one 
of the surest bulwarks for peace,” and to one 
who holds this view such national service is 
doubtless right. For any such belief, however. 
we find no warrant either in the teaching of God 
or the experience of man. We know that war is 
contrary to the way of Christ. 

His warning that “They that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword" is as applicable to a 
whole civilization as to an individual. To turn 
this country into a vast war machine is to turn 
our national! life away from Christ. We cannot 
offer to be trained for this purpose. 

Let us receive this appeal as a challenge ta 
throw ourselves more devotedly into every form 
of service for the community that makes for re- 
conciliation between man and man, class and 
class, nation and nation, in the sure faith that 
justice, understanding and good will are the 
only foundations of lasting peace. 


b) e 
“Peace News” in 382 
Libraries 
The number of libraries and reading 
rooms in which Peace News is displayed 
regularly has now reached 382. We have 
recently been notified of the entry of the 
paper into libraries at: 
Bury (Lancs), 
Hendon, 
Kingston-on-Thames, 
New Barking, 
Newport, 
Stoke Newington. 


Ts it in your local library yet? 


An Alternative to A.R.P. 


A DOCTOR'S wife recently home on 
holiday from Central Africa, tells the 
following two stories of what happened out 


there in the course of her daily work: 

Some of the witch doctors of the tribes to 
whom she is bringing the message of Christ have 
become jealous of the number of converts to it, 
and on cne occasion arranged with five natives 
that they should creep into her bungalow one 
night and shoot her. She was well aware of the 
hostility around her and knew she was in dan- 
ger. But she lay down every night and slept 
calmly, knowing that she was doing the will of 
God and therefore had no need to worry. 

On this particular night she was asleep as 
usual when the men approached. As they got 
nearer, however, they were seized with a name- 
less fear and did nct dare to pull the trigger. 

This attempt proving a failure, another was 
made. This time a native undertook to plunge 
a bayonet into her while she slept. He actually 
got his bayonet through the bars of the window, 
but then felt a sudden weakness in his arms and 
was unable to push further. 

This story is not complete without reference to 
the important fact that during the same night, a 
friend in London woke at four with the convic- 
tion that she ought to pray for the doctor's wife. 
She did so, and lay down again to sleep. 

These stories from real hfe are an illus- 


goods in order to cover costs, with the result| tration of what is meant by being morally 


and spiritually armed and they show what 
constitutes real defence. The two qualities 
that most stir the imagination are, first the 
astonishing courage that can be unafraid 
and yet unarmed, materially speaking, in 
the midst of very real danger, and, second, 
the complete freedom from any kind of re- 
sentment against the authors of that danger 
(she is back among them now). 
Fear-Proof Armour 

But the question that springs to the mind, 
after the usual observation that all this is 
very well in theory, is, How do you acquire 
such hate-proof and fear-proof armour? 

Those of us who are working out the 
answer and are training for this purpose, 
have understood this necessary way of life 
as comprising four standards to which we 
are committed as wholly as we know how. 
They are absolute honesty, absolute 


purity, absolute unselfishness and absolute 
love. 

We recognize the impossibility of living 
up to these standards in our own strength, 
or of understanding all their implications 
with our own minds, so we set apart some 


time at the beginning of each day to listen 
to God, whose standards we believe these 
to be, and in whose power we find we can 
attain them for the needs of each day. 

Naturally many blunders and mistakes 
are made, but that is an inevitable part of 
any training. The point is that by a daily 
promise to carry out what we can under- 
stand from Him of His will for that day, 
and an obedience as rigid as that any 
officer can demand of a soldier, we are 
training for the time of stress and the situa- 
tion that needs almost automatic action free 
from fear and hate. 

We believe, too, that everyone can join 
in this colossal task to save the world. It 
is national service; it is international ser- 
vice. It is worth putting on a national 
register form. But salvation must come 
about on God’s terms; that means a social 
and political order based on the four stan- 
dards mentioned above, and maintained by 
those resources of spiritual force which are 
there for those who are willing to use there 
and have learned to obey. 

I. HAYDN BARNES, 
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Offices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter 
what their approach. Its activity {fs not 
confined to the registration of those who are 
opposed to war, but promotes and encourages 
a constructive peace policy. Members are 
attached to local groups designed to achieve 
a communal peace mentality and extend the 
influence of pacifism by propaganda and 
personal example. 
Give your pledge on a post-card:— 
{ renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to The Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. 
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Editor’s Point of View 


WHY THE 
DELAY? 


IT is good to learn, from a reply to a 

question in the House of Commons on 
Wednesday of last week, that “His Majesty’s 
Government are in agreement with the 
view that permanent peace can only be 
secured by a general settlement” and that, 
moreover, “they are constantly doing 
everything they can to promote such pre- 
paration” as is clearly necessary for the 
holding of a peace conference. 


Many will want more specific information 
as to just what is being done, and it will 
be all to the good if they continue to press 
for such information. It should at least 
spur on the Government to even greater 
efforts. 


us * * 


Such encouragement is needed. Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN is aiming by personal contacts 
and in other ways to get Germany and Italy 
to agree to the method of peace by negotia- 
tion. So long ago as during his short-lived 
Foreign Secretaryship, Sir Samuent Hoare, 
believing that “we tended in the years 
after the Great War to ignore the root 
causes of future wars,” raised at Geneva 
the question of the supply of raw materials 
to the countries of the world. Those efforts 
have not proved enough. 

There have been various reasons, includ- 
ing the fact that difficult access to raw 
materials has been partly due to economic 
policies pursued by (among others) those 
countries which complain most of the diffi- 
culty, and the fact that these policies in 
turn have been partly due to crippling 
financial methods in the democracies. 
Another reason, which this newspaper will 
never tire of pointing out, is the impossible 
attempt to ride at the same time the 
“ appeasement ” and “ rearmament” horses. 
But that is due to the more fundamental 
reason of fear, which has naturally en- 
couraged the evils that have been feared. 


* te * 


There need be and must be neither capi- 
tulation to nor adoption of fear-politics in 
the guise of “ appeasement.” or of ‘“‘ peace 
through strength.” The position of the so- 
called “aggressor” countries has been 
clearly stated, despite all diversions, threats 
and extravagant demands: they claim “a 
redistribution of the riches of the earth to 
give the nations the share due to” what 
Herr Hitier likes to describe as their 
“numbers, their courage, and their worth.” 
That is essentially an entirely just claim, 
and if it is open to a variety of interpreta- 
tions in terms of detailed proposals or 
actual changes in the status quo, that would 
seem to be a reason for, rather than 
against, the calling of the nations quite soon 
\ into conference on the basis of the essential 
. Principle—sharing according to need. 


s « * 


Still less can the wording of the National 
Petition calling for such a conference 
justify delaying quibbles. Every delay 
necessarily strengthens the opposite, exist- 
ing principle of commanding according to 
Strength: The remaining days of the peti- 
tion should be used to the utmost by all 
who would make more real the Govern- 
ment’s claim to be preparing the way for 
a peaceful settlement. 


Humphrey §. Moore 
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PEACE NEWS 


Let 


* VERY day that passes brings home to the 
Christian pacifists the necessity of obedi- 
ence, always and in every case, to our Lord’s 
words—‘ Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.” Christ’s teach- 
ing emphasized again and again the abso- 
lute necessity of being single-minded. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God.” This has nothing to do 
with physical chastity, which is quite 
another virtue. “Blessed are those who 
are single-minded and single-souled; they 
shall see God.” I heard a sermon a little 
while ago in which the preacher emphasized 
a fact which I had not before realized so 
strongly, that our Lord’s denunciations were 
kept for the most part not for wicked people 
but for half-hearted ones. If one dare use 
such a word of Jesus, his contempt was for 
those who did nothing because they could 
not throw their whole strength either on 
one side or the other. He called upon us 
at all costs fo’ seek first the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. All those pas- 
sages about having a single mind mean the 
same thing. If we are seeking the king- 
dom of God with a single heart and thinking 
of nothing else, we have our Lord’s amazing 
promise that we shall see what is right. He 
will not leave us if we desire above every- 
thing else on earth to see what is right 
and to do it. 


* 


Let me do something which is perhaps 
almost nauseating to you, and that is to 
ask you to recollect what happened at t 
outbreak of war in 1914; what it was thai 
we were fighting for? 

There was no conscription in Engla 
when the war began and it was therefo 
necessary to make an appeal to men 
enlist. This is the appeal; I think I have 
all the main points: 


for ever. 


We were to fight to put an end to ned 


The phrase which was invente 


in the first days of the war was—‘“ The war* 


to end war.” It was to break the very 
spirit of militarism in the world. Especially 
this was to be done in the case of Germany. 
We were to make the world safe for demo- 
eracy. We were specially asked to direct 
our indignation against the Emperor of 
Germany and to demand of Germany that 
she should become a democratic nation. 
We were asked to establish the right of 
every nation to decide its own future. 


Millions Died in Vain 


FOR these things we went to war and 

remained at war for four and a quarter 
years. During that time 8,000,000 men were 
killed in battle, nearly one million of these 
from the British Empire. The millions 
which were destroyed in other ways than 
death—by famine, sickness, madness, blind- 
ness, mutilation, all the things called 
“casualties”—ran into so many millions 
that no-one has really any idea how many 
there were. 

There is not anyone today who has not 
suffered something because of that war. 
Even those who were not born have suffered 
because they had to be born into a world 
in which that war had taken place. It was 
fought with heroism, courage and self- 
sacrifice and almost the whole world was 
in it. It ended in a complete victory, a 
victory so overwhelming that the defeated 
nations were not allowed even to discuss 
the terms of peace. 

That could not have happened if the 
victory of the Allied nations had not been 
absolute. 


* 


ow let us look at the result. 

It was a war to end war. We have suf- 
fered more from the fear of war, we have 
been and we today are on the brink of a 
more awful catastrophe than we were in 
1914. 

We were to break the spirit of militarism 
and especially German militarism. Ger- 
man militarism before the war was a pale 
shade compared with the militarism in 
Germany today, and to that militarism we 
have added the militarism of Italy and 
Japan. 

We were to make the world safe for 
democracy. There are today in Europe 17 
dictatorships in countries which before the 
war had some form of democratic govern- 
ment. There are today in Europe 150 
million people living under a democratic 
form of government and 350 millions living 
under different forms of despotism. It is 
in this way that we have “ made the world 
safe for democracy.” The German Emperor 
has gone, gone more completely than if he 
had died, so discredited is he; and in his 
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Us End This 


Half-Hearted 
Christianit 


place we have Hitler. Germany before the 
war admired her emperor. Germany today 
worships Hitler. 

Self-determination was refused after the 
war through many agonizing years to Ire- 
land. It is still in part refused to India. It 
was refused to Austria. 

How has this happened? After all, the 
statesmen who have guided our country 
since the end of the war have desired peace. 
Whatever party they belong to, every 
statesman in this country has desired peace, 
has worked for it, and is doing so now. So 
have statesmen in other parts of the world. 

And yet, and this is the point I want you 


by 
Dr. MAUDE 
ROYDEN 


to bear in mind, those things for which, 


mr men fought with such unimaginable 
urage have not merely not been obtaine 
but the exact opposite has been attained 
We have not merely failed to rid the worl 
of war, we have made the world far more 
full of war. We have not merely failed to 


| extend democratic government, we have 


seen it set back in a way which before the 
war would have seemed incredible. We 
have not merely left the militaristic spirit 
where it was, we have made it ten times 
worse than it was. How has it happened? 
I believe I know the reason. 


God or Mammon 


YE have never, either our statesmen or 


V 


tions) 
alone. 


would redcund to our prestige. 


All these elements have entered into our 
desire for peace and therefore failure has 
The combination of good will 
and self-interest has proved to be dis- 
astrous. We cannot serve God and Mammon. 

Let us by all means listen to all advice 
and read all reports, in the newspapers, 
listen to all appeals, whether from people 
we dislike or from people whose leadership 
we have been accustomed to trust, but al- 


come to us. 


ways listening and reading with the single 
determination to find out whether what is 
suggested to us is suggested because it is 
right or from some other motive. 


* 


You will say, perhaps, “How can we know 
what is right? Why should we set ourselves 
up as judges?” Because those who seek only 
to know the will of God are at least more 
likely to find it than those who are trying 
to find it part of the time, and the other 
part of the time are trying to find something 
else. 

Our Lord encourages us to believe that 
the more we clear our minds of other con- 
siderations, the more pure-hearted we are, 
the more certainly we see God. He does 
not leave us without a guide. But if half 
of our mind is fixed on something else than 
the kingdom of God we shall not find it. 

Perhaps you will say that this desire to 
do right is indeed what is filling the minds 
of most people, but, forgive me, it is not 
filling their minds. Look at the articles in 
the newspapers, written perhaps by people 
whom you have trusted: you will find that 
the appeal to us is again and again that 
this or the other will make us safe, or is 
expedient, or that it is a thing which will 
increase or save our prestige; or that this 
is the “thin edge of the wedge”—of all 
arguments the most dangerous. If it is the 
right thing to do, it does not matter that it 
may lead to something else. When that 
something else faces us we have again to 
make our decision; and then again to con- 
sider only what is right. 

Perhaps the most difficult temptation of 
all to escape is this. Somewhere in Othello 
Shakespeare writes: “You are one who will 
not do right if the devil tells you.” Over 
and over again you hear people say that 
we cannot take a certain step because it 


ourselves (with a few glorious excep- 
really thought of righteousness 
We have wanted to do what was 
right, but we have also wanted to do what 
was profitable, what was expedient, what 


will please Hitler or Mussolini or it will 
rejoice the heart of Stalin. To do right is 
the only thing that matters. It does not 
matter at all whether it pleases someone 
you dislike or displeases someone you 
respect. Nothing matters but that it shall 
be the right thing to do. 

The thing which has made me feel this 
with intensity is this ghastly record of 1914 
to 1938. The attempt to combine the ser- 
vice of God and Mammon, the attempt to 
combine what is right with what is expedi- 
ent, profitable or pleasing, has resulted in 
bringing us face to face with disaster. If 
I ask you now to do what I know some of 
you have been doing already, that is to seek 
for nothing but what is right, I do so be- 
cause the record of our attempt to combine 
the service of God and ourselves has led 
us to this awful place. It has been tried and 
it has failed. You will not find a more 
heroic war, or a war on a greater scale, a 
more victorious war than the war of 1914 
to 1918. You see what has come of it. 


A Great Opportunity 


qT requires a very patient spirit to analyse 

every piece of advice and find out how 
far it is inspired by the desire to do what is 
right. In this present crisis and in the 
future I believe that the fate of the world 
depends upon the number of people who 
will do so courageously and decide only on 
what is right. It is not libellous to say that 
very few of us have done it. Let us try 
now. “If thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light.” 

These days are big with possibilities for 
good. Yes, I know, big possibilities of evil 
also; but I believe that if we keep quiet we 
shall see also that the measure of a great 
disaster which threatens is also always the 
measure of something glorious which may 
emerge. We stand now face to face with a 
great danger. We have knowledge of what 
is right to do and, if we have the strength 
of mind and the vision, we can make out of 
this danger real peace. If we could see 
deep enough into the sufferings of nations 
like Germany, Italy, Czecho-Slovakia, and 
of ourselves, we may lay the foundations 
of peace now, lasting foundations, not con- 
tent with some device by which a crisis 
may be averted for a year or a month or a 
week, while all the time the growing feel- 
ing that in the end the crash must come: but 
a lasting peace based on justice for all. 

For such an end all must make sacrifices 
not Czecho-Slovakia only but all. Let 
Great Britain offer hers. What shall we 
give? 


EX-SERVICE 


OU said: “ Come, fight and this shall be 
the end 
Of war— 
The last crusade, 
To fend 
Once more 
A just and holy cause that God will aid; 
Take up the sword to break the sword.” 
That was:your word. 


“We come,” we said, 

Trusting and unafraid, 

And in our hearts no room 

For hate— 

Went to our doom 

Like flowers to an untimely fate. 
Tortured by shell and poisonous breath— 
To death or life-in-death. 


We thought it was the end 

Because you gave your word: “No more,” 
And so unbearable beastliness we bore, 
Trusting as friend in friend. 

And now we're dead or old 

You politicians—you have sold 

The Paradise we made; 

You have betrayed. 


And now you ask our sons 
To feed the guns. 


Do you care? Have you heard? 
What of your word? 


W. A. G. Kemp 
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Arms Workers Sign 
Peace Petition 
From a Correspondent 


N the small village of Holymoor- 

side, near Chesterfield, which con- 
tains several iron and steel foun- 
dries, all engaged in armament pro- 
duction, foug people secured over 200 
Signatures to the National Petition 
for a New World Conference—and 
there are still a hundred more to 
come. 

This result was achieved in about 
three hours, and with no previous 
preparation in the way of distributing 
literature. 

Is not this a challenge to those who 
feel that few signatures will be forth- 
coming, that the work will require 
tremendous organization, and that in- 
dividuals can achieve very little? 


PREMIER 
TO RECEIVE 
DEPUTATION 


/ Climax to Drive 
for New Peace 
} \" 
. Conference 


"THE Prime Minister has agreed—subject 

to any contingencies—to receive a de- 
putation with the National Petition for a 
New Peace Conference on March 20 in the 
House of Commons. It is hoped to make 
the deputation as influential and repre- 
sentative as possible. 

The National Petition for a New Peace 
Conference, which has been organized 
by the National Peace Council with the 
support of the Peace Pledge Union and 
many other national organizations, is to be 
closed on March 4. 

The organizers are aiming at a minimum 
total of 1,000,000 signatures before the Peti- 
tion closes. The campaign has been greatly 
stimulated by the improved outlook for 
the policy of the Petition. 


APPROACH TO ROOSEVELT 

A special emissary is also to seek an 
interview with President Roosevelt early 
in April. 

At a rally in connexion with the com- 
pleted Petition in Queen’s Hall, London, at 
7.45 p.m. on March 18, the Bishop of 
Chelmsford will preside and Mr. George 
Lansbury, MP, will be among the speakers. 
It is hoped that representatives will be 
present from most of the areas in the 
British Isles where a Petition campaign 
has been organized. Local organizers are 
specially asked to book the date now. 

The Fleet Street Choir (conductor, T. B. 
Lawrence), which is considered to be one 
of the best choirs in Europe, will be a 
feature of the programme. 


P.P.U. CAMPAIGN 

Next week will be observed as Petition 
Week in many parts of the country, and in 
London it will conclude on Saturday week, 
February 25, with a special campaign 
organized by the Peace Pledge Union. 

Ten thousand copies of a “ give-away” leaflet 
will be distributed in all parts of the West End, 
Grawing attention to’ the Petition and stating 
that it can be signed outside Selfridge’s, Oxford 
Circus Station, Tottenham Court Road Station; 
&c. At these places volunteers will be posted 
with posters and Petition forms on portable 
boards. 

As many volunteers as possible are needed to 
help between 6.30 and 11.30 p.m. Names and 
addresses should be sent to John Barclay at the 
PPU, 96 Regent Street, W.1, not later than Friday 
next. Full instructions will be sent direct to 
volunteers. (Cars will be of immense value in 
making the scheme a success). 

Two free tickets, ensuring reserved seats at 
the Queens Hall demonstration, will be sent on 
request to each local organization which has 
already actively supported the Petition. 

Except in the Greater London area, additional 
free tickets will be available provided the appli- 
cation for these additional tickets is vouched for 
and sent up by the local organization. 

These free tickets will also be issued to in- 
dividuals who have taken a leading part in the 
campaign, but who may not be associated with 
any local organization. Applications in all cases 
must be sent to The National Peace Council, 39 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 

In addition to the free reserved seats a num- 
ber of reserved seats will be available at 2s. 6d. 
and ls. per seat. There will also be a number 
of free, unreserved seats. 


Peace Army and Czecho-Slovakia 

The address to which contributions should be 
sent to assist unregistered people in Czecho- 
Slovakia, who cannot be fed by the existing 
funds, is Miss Swaisland, 80 Wavertree Court, 
London, S.W.2. The number was erroneously 
given as 8 in our report last week on the Peace 
Army's activities. 
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A NEW PEACE LEAD TO 
THE CHURCHES 


Thousands: of Clergy Expected to Sign 


Hints from a 
ee 99 
Peace News” Selle 
A PEACE NEWS reader who disposes of 
about 100 copies a week should have 
some useful hints to pass on to other 


sellers. So a “North East Branch Mem- 
ber” has described her routine. 


“First,” she writes, “I have my regular clients 
to serve—trained by weekly delivery to take it 
regularly—yes, and eagerly. My original ‘ Will 
you take a Peace News?’ has now changed to ‘I 
have brought your Peace News.’ 


“Some of these are families with several sons 
who in the earlier days were as ‘war-minded’ as 
unthinking people generally are; some, apart- 
ment houses, where the landlady says ‘I leave it 
about, you know,’ 


“Every week, however (and this is most im- 
portant) a certain number get into the hands of 
fresh readers—delivered at doors, a few ata 
time, when passing: or in a fresh district; quite 
frequently in the street. Business men are the 
best recipients of these. Said one: ‘You make 
us take them by the way you talk.’ 


“Tram conductors would, I think, be disap- 
pointed if they failed to receive their weekly 
copy—for general use. Also railwaymen, dust 
collectors, &c. The YWCA, Trades and Labour 
Club, &c., get one regularly. Also, every week, 
a few back numbers go to those unable to afford 
a current copy, or as specimens, free or at half 
price. A certain number, too, can generally be 
sold at meetings, &c. 


“Having a few back numbers on hand I sold 
these at half price as specimens in a busy thor- 
oughfare within an hour or so. 


“It is, of course, a good thing to know your 
paper (if possible) pefore selling it. Your con- 
fident ‘ There’s a fine article by . .. (So and so)’ 
generally carries.” 


Declaration Renouncing War 


BID TO OVERCOME EFFECTS OF FEAR 


I 


Christian Pacifist Groups. 


T is hoped that some 5,000 Ministers and clergy all over the 
country will sign a declaration renouncing war as a result of a 
lead to the churches which is being given by the Council of 


Already a number of representative signatures have been 
received, and a public meeting in support of the declaration will 


be held in the Kingsway Hall, 
Monday week, February 27. 


“In face of all the evil and fear in the 
present international situation,” reads the 
declaration, “we are led to declare our 
conviction that peace cannot be won by 
armament and military victory, but only 
through sympathy and_ understanding, 
mutual trust and right dealing between the 
nations. 

“ Renewing our faith in God, we there- 
fore appeal to our fellow Christians to 
unite with us in utterly renouncing war, in 
calling for the opening of the earth’s re- 
sources to satisfy the needs of all peoples, 
and in proclaiming, in the spirit of the 


A Wicked Bible anda 


Wicked 


Church 


By Hilbrandt Boschma 
VES, it is a fact that both these have a Dutch correspondent (who translated it 


been heard of in the history of 
Christendom. There was once actually 
a wicked bible in ¢irculation. 

It was published by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and it was a very 
fine book. But hardy had it been put on 
the market, when a purchaser presented 
himself at the head office and asked: 
“What is this godless book that you have 
sent out into the world?” 

“Eh... What?... what’s that you say?” 
asked the secretary in dismay. ‘“ Well, read 
it yourself, then ... Exodus 20... is that 
your new way of presenting the Ten Com- 
mandments to mankind?” said the custo- 
mer. “If that’s going to be the moral law 
of England in the future, then I shan’t live 
here any longer! ” 

A Bible was brought out, the president 
and secretary tremblingly turned up the 
chapter and the one turned a fiery red and 
the other deadly pale, for, believe it or 
believe it not, this is what they read! ... 
no more and no less than this: 


“THOU SHALT STEAL” 


The little word not had been omitted in 
correction. 

The sale was stopped immediately, all the 
depots had to return their copies; the 
copies already sold were brought in, in 
some cases for high prices, and the whole 
edition was destroyed. In spite of this, 
there are said to be still about eighty copies 
in circulation. These are known to biblio- 
philes by the name of “the wicked Bible.” 

But there has also been a wicked church. 
And in the year 1917, too! It was here in 
Holland and, to tell the whole truth, it was 
the Muiderkerk in Amsterdam. 

One Saturday night, in the square in 
front of the church, right opposite the en- 
trance, some unknown person had chalked 
in enormous letters on the pavement the 
words: “Thou shalt not kill.” 

The churchgoers walked quite calmly 
over it. 

But it so happened that the little word 
“not” was just directly in front of the 
church door. When the people came out of 
church, they shuffled, deep in pious medita- 
tion, once more over it, so that on Sunday, 
right in front of a Christian church, these 
words stood out clearly for all the world to 
see: 


“THOU SHALT KILL” 


And so we once really had a wicked 
church in Holland. 

In sending this article by Mr. Boschma, 
one of Holland’s leading Christian pacifists, 


into English) writes :— 

If I may put in a word in my turn, then 1 
should say Mr. Boschma doesn’t need to make a 
story of that, as though it were something out of 
the ordinary! For the “ wicked church” didn’t 
only exist for one Sunday, but it still exists to- 
day. Inside the church... . yes, there we see 
the commandment still inviolate on the wall, 
exactly as it is in the Bible, but out in the street 
we still find preachers and congregation walking 
over it, in the most pious manner possible, and 
day after day, without a thought, rubbing away 
the little word “ not” under their feet. 


Useless Force 
Power that has been acquired by force 
brings neither calm nor satisfaction to the 
conqueror.—Mr. Duff Cooper, M-P., 


London, W.C.2, at 7.30 p.m. on 


Prince of Peace and within both Church 
and State, the message of the Cross.” 

In a statement to the press in support of 
the declaration, Mr. Percy W. Bartlett, the 
Rev. C. Paul Gliddon and the Rev. Leslie 
Keeble point out that trade will not be 
restored until there is new confidence in 
the world. 

“Peace will become possible only as a 
new relationship is set up between those 
who, not without reason, utterly distrust 
one another now,” they add. “ For a new 
lead against the spread of fear we may 
fairly turn to the Christian Church.” That 
is why this declaration has been launched. 

The speakers at the public meeting in 
London will be Canon Charles E. Raven, 
Miss Vera Brittain and Dr. Donald O. 
Soper. Tickets for reserved seats, price 
2s. and ls., as well as copies of the declara- 
tion, can be obtained on application to the 
Council of Christian Pacifist Groups, 16 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


Many Pacifists Among 


‘Future Baptist Ministers 


A total membership of 1,016, as compared 
with 692 a year ago, is announced by the 
Baptist Pacifist Fellowship in its annual 
membership list, compiled on January 31. 
Of this number, 210 are Ministers. 

A striking growth of groups and strength of the 
Fellowship in the theological colleges is shown 
in the annual report, which declares that a very 
considerable majority of the men now training 
for the Baptist ministry are members of the 
Fellowship. 

The annual report and membership list will be 
circulated to all members; the hon. secretary, 
(the Rev. G. Lloyd Phelps, The Milton Hall, 244 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3) will also send a copy 
to any Peace News reader who is interested and 
can put him in touch with other Baptist pacifists. 


CONVERSATION PIECE 


a woman to shop at the Co-opera- 
tive Society and buy C.WS. 
goods. The knowledge that her pur- 
chases help maintain the best stand- 
ards of life for producers and 
distributors may weigh with her. On 


T may be principle which induces 


PRINCIPLES? 


the other hand the main attraction 
may be the acknowledged value-for- 
money. But whichever it is she 
safeguards both principle and pocket 
when she purchases 


. 


C.W.8. goods 


ee 


Announcement of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd. 
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| The Pacitists Bookshelf | 


THE BASIS OF NAZI 
GERMANY 


Men and Women as “Glorified Robots” 


Germany and England — Background of 
Conflict. By Raymond J. Sontag. D. 
Appleton-Century Co., London and New 
New York, 12s. 6d. 


Germany Speaks. 
Party and State. 
10s. 6d. 


TL inten two books, taken together, are 


By leading members of 
Thornton Butterworth. 


intended to be an explanation and 
description of Nazi Germany. 

‘Che former, by a Professor of History in 
Princeton University, USA, brings out the 
differences between British and German 
political idealism, describes their evolu- 
tion, and reveals the political philosophy of 
Nazism as the development of an idea and 
a policy which took root long before Hitler, 
in fact in the era of Bismarck. The latter 
seeks to interpret Nazi Germany in a 
number of articles by the Heads of De- 
partments who describe the philosophy, 
the aims, methods and achievements of the 
Nazi regime 

Professor Soatag reveals his point of 
view in his Preface: 

“The Germany of Bismarck, like the Germany 
of Hitler, seemed reactionary to Englishmen. 
And yet. in the field of ideas, is it not the Ger- 
mans who have been innovators? In all that 
concerns the relations of the individual to the 
State, of the State to the world community, and, 
more broadly, of law to force, the world today 
is closer by far to the German nationalists of 
Bismarck’s day than to the Gladstonian liberals.” 

And again: 

“The ideal of the nation State which Bismarck 
carried to triumph was in every way the anti- 
thesis of British liberalism.” 


Whereas the England of Cobden and 
Gladstone struggled after liberty, and xa 
garded the State as the means and liberty 
as the end of the government, the Germans 
struggled after unity, after State, as dis- 
tinct from individual, personality, which 
they called the Volkzgeist. Thus 
Metternich opposed to “the English belief 
that freedom as the great law of nature, the 
principle of order as the only right founda- 
tion of government.” 

In the end “national freedom came to 
mean national power” for the Germans, 
while “once State and nation had become 
identified in men’s imaginations, a momen- 
tous conclusion followed naturally: the 
more powerful the State the freer the 
nation.” 

The conception that the State as per- 
sonality is “the most supremely real 
person, in the literal sense of the word, 
that exists,” was the central theme of 
Treitschke’s Politics. According to him the 
essence of State personality was the will to 
live and grow; and the sole means to give 
effect to this will was power. This brings 
us to Machiavelli. who said “the State is 
Power.” 


Britain’s Theory and Practice 


IN Germany and England the development 
of these two philosophies, together with 
their manifestations both in home and 
foreign politics, is traced through the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. In the pro- 
cess, the author reveals how _ this 
antagonism in political outlook and method 
had much to do with the misunderstandings 
which eventually led to the Great War. 

At the same time it is extremely inter- 
esting to note the stress which Professor 
Sontag lays on the fact that while Britain 
nominally held on to the Liberal tradition 
of individual liberty, she has, in fact, ever 
since the close of the Gladstonian age, 
moved nearer and nearer to the German 
ideal. 

With Gladstone’s conception of individual 
liberty went a vigorous anti-imperialism. 
When Rosebery superseded Gladstone, on 

BOOK 


PEACE cits 


Brings you the best iu PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
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Court. 


the issue of imperialism, the ideal of a 
powerful imperialist Britain gradually took 
possession of the British mind. “In 1905 
the Liberals abandoned the principles 
which Gladstone thought eternal.” 

Moreover, this change synchronized with 
the rapid decline of the power of the 
Church and religion, which fast strength- 
ened the tendency to venerate the State, 
which was becoming increasingly powerful 
and glorious as the result of unheard-of 
imperialist expansion. 

This book brings out the rather startling 
fact that while Britain proclaimed her ideal 
of individual liberty, she built up the most 
powerful empire the world had ever seen, 
and that while Germany was preaching the 
gospel of State power, she disregarded the 
importance of colonies—until it was almost 


By 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


too late. From the eighties until the out- 
break of war in 1914, Germany never ceased 
to impress upon Britain the necessity of re- 
dressing the unfair distribution of African 
territory among the big European Powers. 


The Nazi View 

"THE twenty-one authorities whose con- 

tributions constitute Germany Speaks 
all play the same theme on their various 
instruments. So far as verbal expression 
goes, the harmony is complete, but the 
reader has no means of knowing to what 
extent a corresponding harmony results in 
the life of the nation. 

Every writer accepts the view “that the in- 
terests of the individual must no longer be re- 
garded as the principal subject-matter of all 
legislation,” and that “ National Socialism looks 
upon the community of the nation as an organiza- 
tion which has its own rights and duties and 


whose interests come before those of the in- 
dividual.” 


From that basis, or centre, radiate all the 
activities of the State, every policy and 
purpose. Hence we are at once brought 
face to face with the problem of population. 
The facts are gone into and the data 
brought out with customary German pre- 
cision. Those facts demand many changes 
in national organization and aims. 

If the German race is to be preserved— 
and we are reminded this applies no less to 
Britain—the birth-rate must be increased 
and the stock improved. Thus these de- 
mands take precedence of all others, and 
from them spring family endowments. 
marriage loans, help and relief of many 
kinds to those in hard circumstances, 
greater regard for housing, health culture, 
holidays, sport, youth camps. labour corps, 
&c. 

So serious is this situation that it must 
even control the issue of peace and war: 

“It is evident from these... statistics that 
the European nations cannot possibly afford an- 
other war among themselves... The Chan- 
cellor wants peace not only for his own country's 
sake, but also because a European war would be 


the end of the white races and of white civiliza- 
tion.” 


This ideal German nation also demands 
the abolition of classes, calls for racial 
purity, physical fitness and the unqualified 
acceptance of Nazi leadership in every 
direction. 

All the writers ask for economic justice, 
the means to live and develop for Germany, 
while offering the same rights to other 
nations. 


An All-Powerful State 

[X theory, the Nazi State has no more 

regard for capital than for labour: both 
must yield to the necessities of the State. 
If the health, vigour and efficiency of the 
State demands the sacrifice of wealth or 
power by the capitalists, of dogmas by the 
Church, of class doctrines by the Marxists, 
the price must be paid. 

One gets many shocks. On the freedom 
of the press we are told that the press of 


no country is free, in which case we are 
asked if the safest authority is not a 


government which truly represents the 


people, the highest ends of the State, rather 
than capital or class? Nazism claims to 
have freed newspaper editors from the con- 
trol of capital and advertisers. 

The assumption behind every chapter, be- 
hind this entire Nazi philosophy, is that in 
serving the ends of the State as defined 
by its God-given Nazi rulers, the individual 
will find his highest well-being. 

It is tremendously valuable to get this 
fairly complete picture of the totalitarian 
State from the inside. What we now want 
is a score of equally free descriptions of 
the régime from the other side of the fence. 
But it will probably be some time before 
we get them. 

I can only stop here to say that this 
picture of a nation thinking and function- 
ing in prescribed grooves, for the advance- 
ment of the State as distinct from the 
individuals who compose it, fills me with 
amazement and something approaching 
horror, the more so as I realize that we are 
fast travelling toward the same goal. 

Germany is doing many magnificent 
things, but then so do bees. She is doing 
many things better than we, but by and 
for glorified robots. Capitalist and many 
other codes are being bowled over like 
ninepins. For three years, despite wildly 
fluctuating world prices, the farmers of 
Germany have enjoyed fixed prices. Agri- 
culture, from the field to the smallest shop, 
is a vast socialist enterprise. Yet the 
motive which is inspiring these and other 
changes is not a high regard for human 
personality but a certain conception of the 
State. > 

St. Paul said: “ Ye are God's building.” 
The final achievement is man. A false con- 
ception of the State may lead under totali- 
tarianism, to the creation of a highly 
mechanized individual who may either 
wreck civilization or seek revenge by de- 
stroying his creators. So far the possibili- 
ties, not to speak of the end, of totali- 
tarianism are beyond our ken. A _ book 
like Germany Speaks makes one think, and 
the conclusion to which it has driven me 
is that Germany will speak again. 


Teachers and Taught 
POWER OF EXAMPLE 


Many teachers are working out plans for 
evacuation, others are taking part in ARP 
and first-aid classes and so on. 

Even if such activity is in existence or 
proposed there is still much that we can 
do. Many teachers, in their anxiety for the 
children’s physical well being under hypo- 
thetical circumstances of the future, are 
forgetting that they are in fact doing un- 
told psychological harm now. 

In some schools the staffs are holding 
classes in the school building after school 
hours. Is it unreasonable to ask that as far 
as possible the children be kept unaware of 
such classes? The children are very 
interested in all that we do, whether we 
like it or not. By our personal example we 
can impress them very much. 


In a recent form magazine one noticed 
with something approaching horror that 
war was one of the children’s preoccupa- 
tions. The crisis of last September did un- 
told damage to the minds of our children. 
and we are rapidly approaching the time 
when preparations similar to those of that 
week will be commonplace. 

We must bring peace into our dealings 
with our fellows and, in our schols, supply 
an atmosphere which will act as an anti- 


dote to the panic outside. 
L. A. V. A. 


* * > 


February 7, 1939. 


A Billingshurst. Sussex, correspondent writes: 

The teachers’ paper, The Teachers’ World, has 
for a long time been publishing articles by Com- 
marder King-Hall on international affairs. This 
is political propaganda, and I have written in 
protest. My letter, as I expected, was not pub- 
lished. 

Some time ago I wrote to the Schoolmaster 
objecting to ARP. They replied that my letter 
was political! To agree with the Government is 
not political: to disagree is. I suggest that 
teachers in the PPU should all write to these 
papers, expressing the objection to King-Hall’s 
articles, and giving a pacifist point of view. Our 
politics have as much right to be heard as his. 


Literature on Refugees 


A pamphlet by the Rev. Henry Carter entitled 
Relentless Persecution of Christians of Jewish 
Ancestry: The Call for Help. has been issued by 
the Christian Council for Refugees from Ger- 
many and Central Europe. 

Copies of this pamphlet, together with any 
other literature published by the Council. are 
obtainable from them at Bloomsbury House, 
Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1. 
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PACIFISM IN THE EARL 


DUR UAUSRVSSDA TRA CASETETCCEEDEREHOS SASH DOR REAU EASE ATR, 


SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY 


EARLY all the great preachers and 
N writers of the first three centuries of 

the Christian era took up the attitude 
of uncompromising opposition to war itself. 
I propose to give the testimonies of some 
of the greatest of these Church Fathers. 


Justin Martyr (ap. 114-165) regards 
Isaiah’s prophecy of the passing of war as 
already fulfilled in the Christian church, 
for, he says: “We who formerly used to 
murder one another now yefrain from 
making war upon our enemies.” (Apology I, 
chapter 39). While, in proof of the fulfil- 
ment by Christ’s coming of the correspond- 
ing prophecy of Micah he says: 

“We who were full of war, and mutual 
slaughter, and every wickedness have each 
through the whole earth changed our warlike 
weapons—our swords into plowshares, and our 
spears into implements of tillage.” (Dialogue 
with Trypho. Chapter 110.) 

So Irenaeus (about a.p. 140-200) says that 
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled among 
Christian peoples for: 

“These did form the swords and war lances 
into plowshares, and changed them into pruning 
hooks for reaping the corn, that is, into instru- 
ments used for peaceful purposes; and they are 
now unaccustomed to fighting, but when smitten 


offer also the other cheek.” (Against Heresies. 
Book IV, chapter 34.) 


+ 


* 


Tertullian (about a.p. 160-230) is through- 
out an uncompromising supporter of the 
pacifist position. This appears even in his 
earlier works, while he was still attached 
to the orthodox Church. Thus in his 
Apology, addressed to the Roman authori- 
ties, he declares that it was nothing but 
their opposition to war on principle which 
had prevented Christians from playing a 
conspicuous part in the military history of 
the world: 

“For what wars should we not be fit and 
eager, even with unequal forces—we, who so 
willingly yield ourselves to the sword—if in our 
religion it were not counted better to be slain 
than to slay" (Chapter 37.) 


Old Testament and New 


[X his work On Idolatry, published about 

A.D. 200, he deals with the subject of 
whether a believer may take up military 
services, and don military uniform, and he 
effectually answers the argument from 
Old Testament precedents: 


“And yet Moses carried a rod, and Aaron 


A umanizing “4 


CHURCH 


wore a buckle, and John (the Baptist) is girt 
with leather, and Joshua the son of Nun leads 
a line of march, and the people warred—if it 
pleases you to sport with the subject. But how 
will a Christian man war—nay, how will he 
serve as a soldier even in peace time—without 
the sword which the Lord has taken away? For 
albeit, soldiers had come unto John and had 
received the formula of their rule, and albeit, 
a centurion had believed, yet the Lord after- 
wards, in disarming Peter, unbelted every 
soldier. No dress is lawful among us which is 
assigned to an unlawful action” (Chapter 19). 


In his treatise on “Patience” he says 
that Christ, when he rebuked Peter for 
drawing his sword and cutting off the ear 
of Malchus, “approved not the avenging 
sword of even one disciple, and thereby 
cursed the works of the sword for ever 
after.” (Chapter 3.) 


But from the time he adopted Montarrist 
views, his opinions are, if possible, even 


“ 


Tuts is the first of two 
articles by the Rev. James 


Barr, M.P., in our series 
“Speaking Personally,” to 
which he is the seventeenth 
contributor. 


“Speaking Personally” is 
a forum for the expression of 
individual views, and previous 
contributors have included 
Laurence Housman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Max Plowman and 
Leonard Barnes. 
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more pronounced. His important work 
De Corona Militis, was written in a. 211, 
in justification of a Christian soldier who 
had refused to wear the military crown or 
chaplet on the Emperor’s birthday. In the 
height of his argument he brushes aside for 
a moment the question of the Crown, and 
challenges the larger issue—whether war- 
fare is proper or lawful at all for a 
Christian man. He gives an emphatic nega- 
tive in a long series of interrogations, the 
principal of which are these: 

“Do we believe it to be lawful for a human 


oath to be superadded to one divine? Shall it 
be held lawful to make an occupation of the 


War in the Air 


By Rev. HAROLD COLBECK 


WIEWSPAPER reports separated from 

‘ each other by a considerable interval of 
time are frequently instructive as to how 
the world moves on. On my desk there 
are two cuttings from a responsible daily 
Jone The first is dated January 21, 


HENDON AIR DISPLAY ABOLISHED 


Unsuitable for New Planes of Greatly 
Increased Power and Speed 


Lonpon Loses a PopuLaR SUMMER 
ENTERTAINMENT 


The correspondent of the paper, in justi- 
fying the decision heralded thus, explains 
that whilst a mock combat between the old 
type of bombers could take place over the 
Hendon aerodrome a combat “between 
Blenheim and Spitfires could not possibly 
be in the least like that. With the increase 
in speed and in gun-power .... the new 
methods could not be shown off realistically 
over any aerodrome.” 


The remarks conclude: “Despite the 
many valid arguments for the Air Council’s 
decision, it is impossible not to regret the 
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concentrated excellence of the past happy 
days at Hendon.” 
ioe second cutting is dated January 21, 

It contains Lord Maugham’s reply to 
Senor Martinez Barrio, the Speaker of the 
Cortes, who had appealed to governments 
to take steps to prevent the bombing of 
open towns in Spain. The text is as fol- 
lows: “I have to assure you that in regard 
to the bombing of open towns his Majesty’s 
Government has done, and will continue to 
do, all in its power to humanize this aspect 
of warfare.” 

How starkly the contradictions of our 
civilization stand out in these cuttings. 

The British Government prosecutes a 
humane design by devising aircraft of such 
demoniac force that its public display has 
to be abandoned. Spain is left to derive 
what consolation she may from the know- 
ledge that her devastated towns and 
villages have been the theatre in which 
experiments in a burgeoning humanization 
have been tried. 

Whilst, presumably, the crowds on 
pleasure bent may be compensated for the 
loss of “happy days at Hendon,” by behold- 
ing the work of aeroplanes in Barcelona 
and other centres of Spanish culture and 
tradition from the security of the local 
cinema. 


Rey. Kenneth Budd 

In announcing last week the formation of 
a branch of the Anglican Pacifist Fellow- 
ship in the Croydon and Streatham area, 
we erroneously described the Rev. Kenneth 
Budd, its chairman, as vicar of Holy 
Trinity, South Kensington. Mr. Budd’s 
church is Holy Trinity, Upper Tooting, 
S.W.17. 


By Rev. 
JAMES BARR, M.P. 


TTT 


sword. when the Lord proclaims that he who 
uses the sword shall perish by the sword? And 
shall the son of peace engage in battle, when 
it does not become him even to sue at law? And 
shall he apply the chain and the prison, and the 
torture and the punishment, when he is not the 
avenger even of his own wrongs? Shall he 
keep guard before the temples which he has 
renounced, leaning and resting on the spear with 
which Christ's side was pierced? Shall he carry 
a flag, too, hostile to Christ? And shall he ask 
a watchword from the Emperor who has already 
received one from God?” (Chapter 11). 

As to the wearing of the military garland 
or crown, he eloquently asks: 

“Is it made of leaves or of corpses? Is it 
adorned with ribbons or with tombs? Is it 
bedewed with ointments or with tears of wives 
and mothers?” (Chapter 12). 

He will allow no crown save the crown 
of thorns. “If, perhaps, you object that 
Christ himself was crowned, be you, too, 
crowned as he was; you have full per- 
mission.” (Chapter 12.) 


No Killing Whatever 
RIGEN (about ap. 185—254) takes 
place with Tertullian in commanding 
ability and authority. His book, Against 
Celsus, is a massive reply to all the argu- 
ments of that opponent of the faith. 

To the contention of Celsus that, as the 
Jewish nation originated in a rebellion 
against the Egyptian State, so, in the same 
spirit of revolt, certain Jews in the days of 
Jesus rebelled against the Jewish State, 
and became his followers. Origen points 
out that it was something far more than 
the continuance in a new form of the old 
Jewish Commonwealth, for the Jews were 
permitted to take up arms, whereas the 
Christian Lawgiver altogether forbade the 
putting of men to death: 

“He nowhere teackes that it is right for his 
own disciples to offer violence to anyone, how- 
ever wicked. For he did not deem it in keeping 
with such laws as his, which were derived from 
a divine source, to allow the killing of any 
individual whatever.” (Against Celsus. Book 
III, Chapter 7.) 

* 


To the challenge of Celsus whence the 
Christians came, and who was their 
founder, Origen replies that their Church 
is built upon the foundation of the pro- 
phets, and that their teacher and founder 
is Jesus Christ: 

“For we no longer take up ‘sword against 
nation,’ nor do we ‘learn war any more,’ having 
become children of veace, for the sake of Jesus, 
Who is our leader.” (Against Celsus, Book V, 
Chapter 33.) * wat 

To the taunt of Celsus that the Christians 
were unpatriotic because they would not 
bear arms, and did not succour the king by 
sharing his just labours and fighting for 
him, Origen made the noble reply that by 
their prayers and piety, by their “ putting 
on the whole armour of God,” and by their 
righteous life and good citizenship they 
succoured him more than those who seemed 
to be fighting his battles: 

“And none fight better for the king than we 
do. We do not indeed fight under him, although 
he require it; but we fight on his behalf, forming 
a special army—an army of piety—by offering 
our prayers to God. And Christians are bene- 
factors of their country more than others. For 
they train up citizens, and inculcate piety to the 
Supreme Being; and they promote those whose 
lives in the smallest cities have been good and 
worthy, to a divine and heavenly city to whom 
it may be said: ‘Thou hast been faithful in 
the smallest city, come into a great one.’” 
(Against Celsus. Book VIII, Chapters 73 and 
74.) 

(To be continued) 
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Glimpses of Life 
Abroad 


In the 
Rhineland 


ON the north bank of the Rhine, not far 

from Bonn, is a village that lies at the 
foot of the Seven Hills. Its name is Bad 
Honnef. I stayed there for some time, 
living in a house with German people and 
learning as much of the language as I could. 
Soon after my arrival I found that my pre- 
conceived ideas of the people were hope- 
lessly wrong. Like many Englishmen I 
expected to meet a Militarist type, rather 
stiff and Prussian. 

The man with whom I was staying had 
served in the World War. He felt no bitter- 
ness against the English on that score; 
neither did any other German I met. But 
this particular man said to me, “ Why 
should you English have a quarter of the 
world, when other men starve?” 


. Centre of Social Life 


I met several young fellows in Honnef, 
most of them being office workers and be- 
longing tq the Nazi Party. One of them, 
Johann, I knew quite well. We used to go 
to the local beer-garden in the evening, 
after he had finished work. 

This one was the centre of the social life 
in Honnef. There was a polished stone 
floor in the centre for dancing in the open- 
air, and an orchestra played every night. 
German “ Bier” is very light, but is drunk 
in rather alarming quantities! 


The atmosphere was very friendly and unre- 
served. Chorus singing was very popular; every- 
one seemed to know the words, and joined in 
lustily. 

One of the clerks in the village bank had 
recently had a great adventure! A woman had 
called at the bank, and, presenting her passport, 
had asked him to change a cheque He looked 
at the photograph. It seemed familiar. He 
looked at the stranger; her face was veiled. Yes, 
it was her! How many times had he seen the 
famous Swedish star at the cinema! He told me 
the story twice. I had not the heart to stop him 
the second time. 


The Vine County 


The Seven Hills were in the vine country. 
The vines are grown right up on the hill- 
sides, and the peasants could be seen work- 
ing on the last tiny ledges that held any 
soil. Not an inch of space was wasted. 
Everywhere was some kind of cultivation. 


These peasants were very friendly folk, and to 
walk along the village street in the evening 
Meant an exchange of Guten Abend at nearly 
every doorway. 

In the towns, I found discontent over the short- 
age of woollen goods. Everyone was interested 
in a very ordinary pair of grey flannel trousers 
that I was wearing, and a cheap tweed sports 
coat. They could not get such good material 
themselves, they said, and its cheapness amazed 
them. I was told that rents were high, and coal 
expensive, and that butter was practically un- 
obtainable. 


Peter Coates 


German Jewish Aid Committee 


In our description last week of the work 
of the Germany Emergency Committee of 
the Society of Friends, we referred to the 
German Jewish Aid Committee as a Quaker 
body. This was incorrect, as the German 
Jewish Aid Committee is not under the 
auspices of the Society of Friends. 


not 
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John Barelay 


THE BIRTH OF A 


THs week I want to devote my space to 
describing the work of a region. I 
shall be tactful by spelling the name in 
“code,” W-n-s-o-t-. Each space is a letter 
and the letters missed out are d, a, w, r, h, 
not in this order, but those who are fond 
of juggling can work it out (no prizes are 
offered). 


This region is composed of seven groups 
and they are all situated in one of the 
most backward areas, a desert in which 
there are no natural springs of pacifist 
thought. If this desert can be irrigated, 
then there is no place that need remain 
unfertile in the British Isles. I speak with 
knowledge of the district and its Colonel 
Blimpish population! 

The initiative for regional activity comes 
from a central committee which meets 
once a month. This committee is com- 
posed of the group leaders from each group 
and one or two coopted persons when 
necessary. 

There are several sub-committees, such 
as that for controlling Peace News selling 
within the region and the one for arrang- 
ing regional social activities, and there are 
others all working in touch with each 
other and through the central body. 

Each group is helped in turn by the full 
strength of the whole region being turned 
on to its particular area. For instance, 
mass Peace News selling takes place in a 
different district every three weeks. 


PPU Page PEACE 


The Group 
Secretary’s 


on 


Weekly 
Notes 


“REGION” 


The list of activities which this region is 
undertaking and which it is increasing 
month by month is as follows:— 


1. Poster work.—Each group maintains 
the cost of one site at a Tube Station 
within its orbit. Seven stations are now 
covered for twelve months, posters being 
changed very frequently. 


2. Letters to the Press.—Letters are con- 
stantly being sent to the local press and 
are causing editorial comment. This can 
be done by an unlimited number of group 
members, although it is wise to choose the 
best people for the job. 


3. Open-Air Meetings.—In the summer 
weekly meetings are held on three com- 
mons, in some cases morning and afternoon 
meetings are held. All the year round, 
one meeting is kept going each Sunday 
afternoon by speakers drawn from the 
groups. A rota is drawn up and managed 
by a different member each month. 


4. Weekend schools, dramatic perform- 
ances, dances, house-to-house canvassing, 
as well as “ National Service,” are regular 
features of this region’s work. The call 
for “National Service” is finding expres- 
sion by the organizing of a boys’ club under 


NEWS % 


the advisory help of an educational} = 
authority. 
a + 

Parallel to all this and forming a natural | 
background are the study circles which 
meet in each group district week by week. 

Thus from a bare outline or skeleton has 
developed a living organism, compact, re- 
sponsible and keenly alive. Before long 
this region hopes to branch out along new 
and at the moment completely unknown |= 
paths. The spirit of adventure is con- 
tagious and because of its activity, others 
will follow its example. 


Calling London Groups 

And now for some work for London 
Groups: 

February 23. 100 volunteers are wanted 
to sell Peace News and deliver pamphlets 
outside the Albert Hall. Names to me, 
please, as soon as possible, when all in- 
structions will be sent. 


February 25. Petition Day, West End. 
See last week’s Peace News or Group 
Leaders’ letter and let me have the names 
of volunteers by return or sooner. 


March 3. Public meeting, Friends House. 
Speakers: Ethel Mannin, Lord Ponsonby, 
Donald Soper, Max Plowman, Stuart 
Morris. I have a quantity of posters and 
free tickets for distribution. Please send 
for as many as you can use, but no more, 
especially the posters. We want this to be 
an overflow meeting with as few Peace 
Pledge Union members inside the hall as 
possible. There will be plenty of work for 
these outside and as stewards to the lucky 
few. Try and make a point of giving a 
free ticket to your friend who is “ sitting 
on the fence.” 


Group News from the Four Corners 


A LETTER from the Prospective Labour 
Candidate for the Putney Division has 
appeared in the Wandsworth Borough News 
supporting the idea of a “‘ peace conference 
called before the war,” as a sequel to a 
letter from the local PPU group. 

The Labour candidate declares that the holding 


of such a conference “is one of the strongest 
planks in the Labour Party platform.” 


Lewisham’s Intensive Campaign 


LEWISHAM branch recently carried out 
an intensive house-to-house campaign 
over an area in Catford comprising a dozen 
streets which contain about 1,500 houses. 
During the campaign almost ten thousand lea- 
flets were distributed and results were immedi- 
ately forthcoming, Over twenty new members 
have been enrolled. There were only two un- 


“P.P.U. Pledge is 
Justified ’’ 


A MOTION declaring “that the 
pledge ot the Peace Pledge Union 
is justified in reason and conscience” 
was carried by 50 votes to 39 at a 
debate held by the Midland Bank 
Debating Society in London last 
week. 
The proposer was Canon Stuart 
Morris, chairman of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 


In a circular announcing the debate, 
the Staff Manager of the Midland 
Bank asked branch managers to bring 
it to the notice of their staffs in order 
to ensure 2 good attendance. 


favourable replies, but one gentleman kindly 
returned the last letter to be used again, forget- 
ting unfortunately to stamp the envelope. He 
signed himself ‘ P Iffle ’! 

It is hoped eventually to cover the whole of 
Lewisham, Lee and Catford districts in this way 
and a substantial increase in membership is 
anticipated 


Devon Campaign Progress 


RAANY people in Devon will hear the 
IVE ppy message for the first time as a 
result of the response to the recent appeal 
for financial assistance made by Mr. E. C. 
Maddax, Devon Organizer, who sends his 


thanks to all those who have helped. 

Already many meetings are being organized, 
including a debate between supporters of fascism 
and democracy. 

Mr. Maddax points out that further help can 
be given in two ways: financial and active. The 
latter can be given by those who have the time 
and money for holiday-making by going to Devon 
and helping the campaign. They are assured 
that they will spend a pleasant time speaking. 
distributing literature—and receiving sneers and 
jeers! 

Those who have the courage to face an adven- 
turous holiday of this nature can be found 
reasonable accommodation if they write to Mr. 
Maddax at the Dick Sheppard Centre, 47 East 
Street. Newton Abbot. 


East Kent Regional Rally 


WHEN the first regional rally in East 
Kent took place recently, 24 re- 
presentatives from Ashford, Broadstairs, 


Canterbury, Cranbrook, Dover, Faversham 
and Herne Bay gathered at Herne Bay to 
meet John Barclay. 


The rally started at 2 p.m. with a poster 
parade (the first in the history of the town). At 
4 p.m. John Barclay and Kenneth Lee spoke at 
an open-air meeting which was well attended, 
and after another poster parade tea was served. 
This was followed by a conference with John 
Barclay, and the inauguration of a regional 
committee which will meet again in a fortnight 
to put some of Mr. Barclay’s ideas into practice 
in the region. 

At 8 p.m. the biggest hall in the town was 
fairly well filled with 150 odd people for a 
public meeting with the Methodist Minister 
(Rev. F. Ellis) in the chair, Addresses by John 
Barclay and Kenneth Lee were well received. 

The first meeting o1 the regional committee 
will be held in the Friends’ Meeting House, Can- 
terbury, tomorrow (Saturday) at 5 pm. It will 
be followed by a public meeting which will be 
addressed by Kenneth Lee. L. B. Pitt with Mr. 
Prickett, headmaster of Kent College, in the 
chair. 


Progress in Enfield Region 


REVIEW of the activities in the En- 

field Region during the last six months 
shows that in September, in response to a 
circular from headquarters, the combined 
Enfield groups circulated a letter to all the 
churches outlining the futility and _ ill- 
effects of ARP. About forty percent re- 
plied and half of the replies were favour- 
able, 

In December the sub-groups of Enfield Town, 
Fotheringham Road, Lancaster Road, and Walt- 
ham Abbey, agreed to amalgamate under the 
leadership of Mr. D. D. Chopping of the Enfield 
Town group. 

Regional rambles are held regularly once a 


month, on Sunday; details can be obtained from 
D. D. Chopping, 70 Monastery Gardens, Enfield. 


A Plan from Felixstowe 


THE fortnightly meetings of the Felix- 
stowe group are planned on the 
following basis: 

1 hour for reading:—PPU publications, &c., 
for discussion later. 

4 hour for business: (a) PPU policy—ways 
in which the group can help; (b) Local 
activities. 

1 huur or longer, for discussion. 

The group is creating a lending library, having 
been given a shelf for literature in the hut lent 
by the president, Miss Robinson. 


Oldbury Opposes National Service 


THE view that peace organizations should 

unite in political resistance to the 
National Service measure, whatever other 
form of resistance may also be adopted, 


was expressed in a resolution passed at a/ 


well-attended meeting of the Oldbury 
group. 


John Barclay at Watford 


JOHN BARCLAY was welcomed by mem- 

bers of the Watford and District Group 
in the Friends’ Meeting House, Watford, 
on January 25. 


He spoke on the refugee problem, National 
Service, and local organization. After discus- 
sion it was agreed to help to support a refugee, 
and to organize a house-to-house canvass for 


signatures to the National Petition for a New 
World Conference. 


Hythe’s ine Example 
HY THE (Kent) group had only been 
A going for a month when they booked | 
the Town Hall, and by their energy got 
fifty peoole there to hear Kenneth Wray, 


supported by C. W. Hope Gill (East Ment! 


Regional organizer), on “The Way to 
Peace.” 


It was the first time anything of the kind had 
been heard in the town—and a challenge to 


every other small, struggling group to do like- 
wise! 


Sheffield’s Weekend School 


A WEEKEND school, organized by the 
Sheffield and district branch, will be 
held at “ Barleycrofts,” Great Hucklow, on 
March 4 and 5. 

Three sessions will be held. The first two—at 
6.30 p.m. on Saturday, and the second at 10.30 
a.m. on Sunday—will be addressed by Max Plow- 
man and his subject will be “ Pacifism and the 
Problems of To-day.” The final session, at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, will be taken by Canon Stuart 
Morris. 

A social evening will be arranged for Satur- 
day, and on Sunday morning a short peace ser- 
vice will be conducted by the Rev. J. William 
Dyer. 

The charge for the week-end from Saturday 
tea to Sunday tea is 7s. 6d. for men and 6s. 6d. for 
women, payable at the school. 

Further details are obtainable from. and reser- 
vations should be sent to: The Secretaries, The 
Peace Pledge Union, 25 Change Alley, Sheffield 1. 


University News 
Students’ Views on 


National Service 


AN important debate took place recently 

at University College London, when 
the motion “that this House considers it 
the duty of every woman to be trained for 
a national emergency” was lost. The 
opposition to the motion was by no means 
entirely pacifist, and thus the result of the 
dekate was a valuable indication of- the 
trend of opinion among politically minded 
students. 

It was suggested by the proposer of the motion 
that trained women might be used to break 
strikes. From the floor came the comment that 
this suggestion was “ illuminating.” 

Earlier the same day the Pacifist Society at the 
College had held a meeting on National Service, 
addressed by John McNair (No Conscription 
League). 

At Oxford also the question of National Ser- 
vice has been considered. In spite of wide differ- 
ences of opinion, a spirit of toleration is shown. 

Other forthcoming debates are: at University 
College of North Wales Bangor, where the 
strength of pacifist opinion is indicated by the 
fact that the Debates Union is organizing a 
straight debate on the Peace Pledge; at London, 


where there is to be a public debate between 
. pacifists and the University Labour Federation. 


Many other important meetings have been re- 
ported. Ben Greene and Laurence Housman 
spoke at Oxford; at Bangor there have been 
addresses by members of the Staff of the College. 
Bedford College, London, reported a meeting 
held in conjunction with the Student Christian 
Movement and addressed by the Rev. Paul 
Gliddon. Bedford College, among others, does 


not recognize the existence of its pacifists: hence 
the necessity of joint meetings. 
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Under the Oak Tree 


HOW A NEW 


CLUB STARTED | 
amu By Theo Wills 


"THE nearest we ever came to a riot was 

when our Spanish boys had a gust of very 
understandable envy against our English 
boy-visitors. A group of bright young Col- 
chester boys early discovered us, and, 
visiting us regularly, not unnaturally 
attracted a good deal of the elder girls’ 
attention. 

The Spanish boys saw their women-folk being 
stolen from them; and this, added to the fact that 
many of the English boys had fine bicycles, while 
they had none, filled them for a short time with 
thoughts of vengeance. 

We turned that corner safely. It is a good 
while ago now. There is now no trace of any 
such bitterness. The house has bicycles of its 
own and visiting boys freely lend theirs. Our 
boys were consoled, for after all, what is a girl 
compared with a bicycle? Anda very pleasant 
friendship unites the cheerful crowd in our con- 
cert room on visiting evenings. 
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Some admirable loyalties have sprung up be- 
tween our lassies and their English boy-friends. 
The socks or sweater they are knitting so indus- 
triously in a corner are, perchance, for Tom or 
Jack; and the smart watch that appears on a 
wrist some birthday morning, is, maybe, a re- 
ciprocal token from one of those gentlemen. 

And now the proved loyalty of these supporters 
is being organized purposefully. These young 
visitors have been incorporated into a suppor- 
ters’ club. Their president is Sefora Rosales, 
the very admirable member of our Spanish staff 
who has made most progress with her English. 

They contribute what share they can to the 
financial upkeep of the house. They do odd jobs 
for us. They divide Colchester into districts and 
deliver circulars for us. The club is in its in- 
fancy, but we foresee many uses for it. 

All this is part of a new drive for support, of 
which the house still stands in serious need. 

* . a 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
; sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
| sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.!. They will be 
most grateftlly acknowledged. 


The Notice Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 

City of London PPU Group meeting, Thursday 
next, has been cancelled in order to join in mass 
selling, Albert Hall, that night. (See “ Peace 
News” Sellers Wanted). 

Rickmansworth and Croxley Green group 
having concluded a study of Aldous Huxley's 
Ends and Means, will continue to meet as a study 
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| circle, in members’ houses, every other week, 


usually on Fridays, 8.15 to 10.15 p.m. Future 
meetings include a study of the Van Zeeland 
Report. Leader H. E. Seed, Upmeads, The 
Drive, Rickmansworth. 

Peckham.—Meetings held every Wednesday, 8 
p.m., Friends’ Meeting House. 


Poster Parades 

Bournemouth.—Special parade for National 
Petition Week on February 25. All members 
meet Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue Road, at 
3.15 p.m. 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Wanted: 100 volunteers to sell outside Albert 
Hall, London, February 23, 6.30—8 p.m. (League 
of Prayer and Service). Offers to W. Millman, 
City PPU group, 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 
Volunteers assemble on steps at back of hall. 
(See Meetings). 

Kings Heath.—Selling in this district has com- 
menced More sellers are required between 2.30 
and 5 p.m. on Saturdays. Write A. G. Sparkes, 
43 Forest Road, Mosely, Birmingham, 13. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.30 p.m. Names and addresses to 
J Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Sheffield.—Urgent, on Fridays, between 5.45 
and 8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 25, Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, not later 
than the previous Monday. 


Miscellaneous 

Bromsgrove, Barnt Green and Rednal. New 
group. Write, phone, or call: Mrs. Scarnell Lean, 
Studholme, Tawtling Road, Rednall, near Birm- 
ingham. Tel., Hillside 1739. 

Wilt all interested in formation of a group in 
Smethwick please communicate with: Eric S. 
Sandford, 44 Broomfield, Smethwick, Staffs. 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two; to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

Worcester.—Publicity campaign commencing 
today until February 21. House to house distri- 
bution of notices and leaflets, and selling of 
Peace News. Poster Parade on February 22. 
Details from J. R. Jenkins, Oldbury Grange, 
Lower Broadheath, near Worcester. 

West Kent Region are conducting a ramble on 
February 26. Meet at the “Bull,” Farningham, 
at 11 am. Signatories and friends from neigh- 
souring groups invited. 
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Forthcoming 
Kvents 


As this 1s a free service, we reserve the 
“ignt to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 

1. Sena notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 

2, Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street): nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and Style. 


Today (Friday) 


LONDON, W.1; 630 pm. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Thomas Street; Preston Benson 
on “Democracy Thereatened"; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 


Mrs Roberts on “Pacifism and Patriotism”; 
PPU. 
SHIRLEY; 8 p.m., Benson School, West Way; 


Independent Labour Party speaker on “Can the 
League of Nations obtain peace through a system 
of Collective Security ”; PPU. 

SQUIRRELS HEATH; 8 p.m, Poole’s Cafe; 
Frederick J. Tritton on “Quaker World Service”; 
tilm shown by J. Cuthbert Wigham; Society of 
Friends. 

PORTSMOUTH; 8 p.m. St. Mary’s Institute, 
Fratten Road: Rev. C. Paul Gliddon on “ Christ 
and War”: chairman: L, Perraton; FoR. 
SALISBURY: 8 p.m., Rechabite Hall, Crane 
Street; Tom Brown, Terence Lancaster and Rev. 
W. Mauleverer (chairman); No Conscription 
League. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 


LONDON, W.C.1; 2.15 p.m., Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square: conference on “The Civil Rights of 
Black-coated Workers”; National Council for 
Civil Liberties. 

CANTERBURY; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 
Canterbury Lane; Kenneth Lee, L B. Pitt and 
Mr. Prickett (chairman), on “The Way to 
Peace ”; PPU. 


Sat. & Sun., Feb. 18 & 19 
WANDSWORTH; Friends’ Meeting House, 59 
High Street, weekend lecture school, lecturer: 
Andrew Stewart; details from Eric S. Tucker, 30 
Alfriston Road, London, S.W.11. 


Monday, Feb. 20 


GRAVESEND: 1 pm., Williamson’s Cafe, New 
Road; David Spreckley on “The Case for Paci- 
fism ”; Rotary Club. 

BURY SAINT EDMUNDS; 7.45 p.m., Coopera- 
tive Hall; John Barclay, Rev. Leslie Artingstall 
and Rev. J. C. G. Burton (chairman); PPU. 
TENTERDEN; 8 p.m., The Town Hall, Kenneth 
Wray and Harry Judge (chairman) on “ The Way 
to Peace”; PPU. 

THORNTON HEATH; 8 p.m., Library Hall, Brig- 
stock Road: R. H. Ward on “ Pacifism and Revo- 
lution "; PPU. 


Tuesday, Feb. 21 


TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m., Open-air mecting; 
Rey. Alex Miller; City PPU group. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m., Friends House, 
Euston Road; Rev. T. Cullen Young on “ Christi- 
anity and the African Mind”; Peace Committee 
of London Friends. 

COLCHESTER; 7.30 p.m., Lion Walk Church 
Lecture Room; Dr. A. Herbert Gray on “ Chris- 
tian Pacifism”; chairman: Rev. L. J. Tizard, 
FoR. 

DENTON; 8 p.m., St. Hilda’s Vicarage. Ashton 
Road: Miss F. A. Jones on “ Pacifism and Imperi- 
alism ”; PPU. 


Wednesday, Feb. 22 


BARRY; 7.30 p.m., Lesser Hall Memorial Hall; 
Canon Stuart Morris, Rev. D. M. Davies and Rev. 
Wilkinson (chairman); PPU. 

BATH; 8 p.m., The Pavilion: George Lansbury, 
Richard Bishop and H. G. Tanner (chairman); 
PPU. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 
Queensway; Maurice Pearlman on “ Community 
in Palestine ”; PPU. 

LIVERPOOL; 8 p.m., Hope Street Church Hall. 
Caledonia Street: H. G. Alexander on “ Congress 
Rule in India”; Social Problem Circle. 


Thursday, Feb. 23 


LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Rev. C. Paul Gliddon on “The Church and 
Peace"; City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Ll. S. Kiek on “ What are we to do?”; City PPU 


group. 

ABERDEEN; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 98 
Crown Street; W. A. Linning on “ Economic Im- 
plications of Pacifism"; PPU. 

BANSTEAD; 8 p.m., Junior School Hall, High 
Street; Canon Stuart Morris on “Constructive 
Peacemaking ”; PPU. 

NORWICH; 8 p.m., Stuart Hall; Dr. R. H. Thou- 
Jess; PPU. 

ROMFORD; 8 p.m., Church House, Market Place; 
annual general meeting; chairman: J. Bentley; 
Romford and Hornchurch PPU group. 
HARROW; 8.15 p.m., Brotherhood Hall, Masons 
Avenue, Wealdstone; Mary Gamble, John 
Fletcher and Sydney Kirby (chairman); PPU. 


Friday, Feb. 24 


ROTHERHAM; 7.30 p.m., Temperance Hall, 
Wellgate; Wilfred Wellock and Stanley Price 
(chairman); PPU. 

NEWPORT; 7.45 p.m., Summerhill Baptist 
Church; Frank Hancock on “ National Service ”; 
Newport Peace Fellowship. 

GRAVESEND; 8 p.m., 11 The Grove; debate on 
“That Fascism would be ineffectively met by 
Pacifism"; for: M. Wiles and Cnr. Neil Smith; 
against: Ruth Heughan and Donald Port; chair- 
man: A. Bradford; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m.. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Fenner Brockway on “Sscialism and Interna- 
tionalism "; PPU. 

WEMBLEY; 8 p.m.,.Brotherhood Hall, High Read; 
James Avery Joyce; PPU. 

WORCESTER; 8 p.m. Guildhall; Professor C. E. 
M. Joad on “Why War? A Constructive Policy”; 
PPU. 
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What 
do2s 


stand 
for? 


2. OBJECTS 


ee is sometimes said that pacifism 
is a mere negation. But though it 
begins with the refusal to take part 
m war, it cannot and does not end 
there. For that reason Aldous Hux- 
ley wrote the first official pamphlet 
of the Peace Pledge Union, What are 
you going to do about it? explaining 
its aims and basis. The policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union arises out of the 
basis of membership, which is the re- 
nunciation of the war method. 

It is recognized that it is not suffi- 
cient merely to say “No” to war. The 
Peace Pledge Union presses for the 
immediate calling of a new world 
conference, at which representatives 
of all nations shall be invited to sit 
round the “family” table on terms of 
absolute equality, in order that their 
meeds and grievances can be dis- 
cussed. If we are to avoid war we 
must be prepared to discuss all the 
causes of possible war in a spirit of 
understanding and sympathy. Those 
who “have” must recognize their 
responsibility towards those who 
“have not.” The PPU repudiates the 
war method whether used in self- 
defence, or in support of the League 
of Notions and collective security or 
in aggression. 

The Peace Pledge Union is, there- 
fore, anxious to include within its 
membership everyone who is ready to 
renounce war and live instead for 


peace. 

The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P., the Treasurer, 
Maurice IL. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 
secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and scnd 
the card to PPU headquarters. 


More Talks on War, 


Resistance Abroad 


The following further informative group 
talks have been arranged by the War Resis- 
ters’ International Group of Speakers: 
February 20, OXTED; Sidney P. Larcombe. 

s 24, COULSDON; Kenneth Clark. 

a 26, HIGH WYCOMBE; Sydney P. Tar- 
combe. | 
CHELSEA; Stanley Cooper. 


” 27, ' 

8, LEYTONSTONE; Stanley Cooper. i 

ty 13, HORNSEY; Stanley Cooper. 

ve 13, POPLAR; Sydney P. Larcombe. 

Ps 17, MUSWELL HILL; H. Runham 
Brown. 

s 21, GROVE PARK; Eric T. Roach. 

ry 21, BETHNAL GREEN; Stanley 
Cooper. 

ie 21, NEASDEN, Mabel Baker. 

a 22, BATH; George H. Lockett. 


Larcombe; RUISLIP, Mabel Baker; GOLDERS 
GREEN, Stanley Cooper; TROWBRIDGE, Harold 
F. Bing; BRISLINGTON, George H. Lockett; 
HAMMERSMITH, Stanley Cooper; LONDON 
GROUP LEADERS (PPU), H. Runham Brown. 
Any other groups in or near London, or 
in the Bristol or Manchester area, wishing 
to hear about the work for war resistance 
abroad, should communicate with: — 
Sydney P. Larcombe, Ridge Cottage, Wildernesse 
Mount, Sevenoaks, Kent, or Grace M. Beaton, 
General Secretary, War Resisters’ Inter-' 
national, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. | 


Peace Work in Chile 


! 

Two new peace circles have been formed 
in Chile through the recent visit of Miss 
Heloise Brainerd, of the Women's Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom. 

These circles bring together representa- 
tives of the various organizations for the 


purpose of taking a united stand for the’ 


development of international friendship | 


and for activity which will make war 
unnecessary. 


Next Pacifist Convention 


The next convention of the Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group will be held in Longholme Chapel, 
Rawtenstall, at 3 p.m., on February 25. 

The speakers will include Mrs. Helen Byles 
Ford, Wilfred Wellock and Canon Stuart Morris, 


with James Riley in the chair. | 


Further details and tickets (1s. each) are 
obtainable from Miss H. Crabtree, 197 Racup 
Road, Rawtenstall, Rossendale. 


North London. 


28, READING; Sydney P. Larcombe. ' 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


1}d. per word, minimum 2s 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 


CHEERFUL OFFICE ACCOMMODATION in 
Suitable for use of progressive 
or peace society. Use of typewriter and dupli- 
cator. Apply Box 151, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road. London, N.4. 


Wanted 


GENTLEMAN (44), energetic, good appear- 
ance, seeks post where common sense, business 
acumen and sterling honesty are necessary. Ex- 
perienced office and works management. Would 
represent established firm who value good will. 
Undeniable references. Interviews desired. 
Write Box 152, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4. 


GERMAN MARRIED COUPLE who must leave 
Germany urgently require position in country or 
town. Wife cook-housekeeper; husband good all- 
round man. Excellent references.—Apply to: 
Mrs. Morris 33 Meadow Way, Wembley. 
WEMbley 2675. 


[ suu.pine AND DECORATING | 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45. Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


EDUCATIONAL 


“FREDSHJEM” BOLIDAY LANGUAGE 
CENTRE: Opportunities for studying German, 
French, Italian, Danish, and Swedish among 
beautiful scenery «und in pleasant company. 
A pacifist family from Germany. living near 
Fjord of Flenseburg (frontier between Denmark 
and Germany) is glaa to receive paying guests 
from Great Britain. Lodging and board (4 meals 
a day, Danish and German cookery combined) 
and language tuition (in one or several lan- 
guages) 6} Danish krcner per day. For further 
details, write: War Resisters’ International, 11, 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex; or direct to: 
Dr. Arno!d Kalisch, Fredshjem, Roenshoved pr. 
Rinkenaes, Denmark 


GERMAN LESSONS or preparation for ex- 
amination by Viennese Pacifist, living in S.W.12 
(Balham). Box 150, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4. 


Scandinavian Teachers Deplore 


Militarism in Schools 


A conference in Finland, attended by 
more than 130 representatives of Danish, 
Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish teachers’ 
organizations, adopted the following state- 
ment deploring efforts to adapt schools io 
the system of organized military defence: 

“In connexion with the growing war psychosis 
in the world, there is observable also in the 
Scandinavian countries an effort to adapt schools 
to the system of organized military defence. We 
consider all such actions, whether involving out- 
right military training, or education and pre- 
paration for the defence of the population, as 
tending to becloud the spiritual life of the child 
and to counteract the spirit of confidence in the 
love of humanity that the school endeavours to 
inculcate in the young. We are obliged, there- 
fore, to register our determined opposition: to 
such a violation of the school’s rights—irrespec- 
tive of the exceptional difficulties of the times— 
to carry on its educational activity in accordance 
with its own aims, which are to develop human 
beings sensitive to life's highest values and pre- 
pared to promote the development of concord 
and good will in the world.” 


/ f: Bass 
Acquired with Reluctance ms 


.“ QURELY everyone knows that the most 
On dates to be fixed: HASTINGS, Sydney P. | 


remarkable thing about the British 

Empire, is the fact that nearly all our over- 

sea possessions literally fell into our lap, 

and in may cases were acquired with the 
en 


greatest reluctance,” 
Mato Conon L. Dunsterville quoted 


in Parade, December, 1938. 


rm 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
rheumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. “Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smell. “Allysol” does not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s., 
or 3 months supply 24s. post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhilt Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh. 9. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; 9articularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885). 


| MEETINGS, &c. ] 


BIRMINGHAM ANNUAL MEETING, Satur- 
day, February 18, 3 p.m.—8 p.m. Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Bull Street. 3 p.m., Business Meet- 
ing; 6 p.m., R. H. Ward on “ Non-Violent Resist- 
ance.” Tea—price 9d. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. A 
Fellowship Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, is held the third Monday in eack 
nen from 6 to 7 p.m., at 17 Red Lion Square 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


COMPETENT YOUNG LADY OR GENTLE- 
MAN photographer, own Leica, invited to part- 
ner progressive young “ Leica-man,” South Mid- 
lands, PPU member, recently left industry and 
now building up good photographic business.— 
Write B.O.C., Box 153, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


[soryrewermnc | 
ee 


250 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric- 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s. 9d., inclusive.— 
Brown's Typewriting Service Ltd., Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 


TYPING FOR “PEACE” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. ‘Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample cody to: 


26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 


Free literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


* THINGS WE WANT YOUTO KNOW ” 


"POWER" 
By Bertrand Russell 


7/6 


Postage 6d. 


96 Regent St., 
London, W.I. 


Feb. 17, 1939 


"My Quest for Peace” 
George Lansbury 


8/6 


Postage 6d. 


“ MORAL 
REARMAMENT " 


Another aspect of the challenge : 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 


DO ABOUT IT? 


d. 
Postage Id. 6 éd. sheet. 
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THE NEED IN 
PALESTINE 


(Continued from page 1.) 


second place, the Jews would not accept it. 

“There would be no objection if the Jews 
wanted to go to Palestine, settle there, and 
become naturalized citizens. 

“Tf it were a federation of Arabs alone, 
it would be acceptable, but not if it is pro- 
posed to enable more Jews to settle. 

“T am not anti-Jew. The Jewish people 
are very fine people. They have brilliant 
brains; they are hard workers; they have 
enthusiasm. But all that is just worse than 
useless, because they are coming there by 
force against the will of the Arabs.” 


OIL INTERESTS 

Pointing out that in this country we do 
not get the facts about Palestine, Mr. Oliver 
declared that there had been nothing 
written to compare with The Arab Awaken- 
ing, by George Antonius (published by 
Hamish Hamilton). 

“That book showed that the British 


Those Who Live 


in Palestine 

The population of Palestine on June 
30, 1938, was estimated at 1,418,619 
persons (not including members of 
HLM. Forces, totalling some 20,000) 
consisting of: 895,159 Moslems, or 63.1 
percent of the total; 399,808 Jews, or 
28.2 percent; 111,796 Christians, or 7.9 
percent; and 11,856 others, or 0.8 
percent. 


—The Crown Colonist. 


Government hadn't a leg to stand on,” he 
said. “The whole story was a story of a 
road we had travelled, covered with 
promises we had broken, and deception all 
along the line. The book was full of plain 
facts.” 

Instancing the concentration camps in 
Palestine, of which no mention was made 
in the British press, though we heard 
plenty about the concentration camps in 
Germany, Mr. Oliver emphasized that it 
was not that the prisoners were brutally 
treated, but that their liberty was none the 
less effectively destroyed. People were 
“swept up” from this village or that to be 
“examined,” and were kept there in- 
definitely. 

“Our policy in Palestine is of necessity 
a policy of suppression. We are forcing on 
the country something they do not want 
and will not have. We have no moral right 
to establish a Jewish National Home there. 

“Oil interests are everywhere the cause 
of all the trouble. What right have the 
British or the French to the oil in Iraq or 
the Mosul? In order to have that oil, we 
insist on having Haifa and on having 
Palestine.” ., 


_— 


Imprisoned 
French Pacitfists on 


Hunger-Strike 


From Our Own Correspondent 
PARIS. 

Our imprisoned comrades, Sail 
Mohamed, Louis Leclerc, Louis Loreal and 
Victor Lens are on hunger-strike. 

In spite of the fact that they are other- 
wise treated as political prisoners, the 
authorities of the prison (probably under 
“higher” instructions) do not grant them 
that full measure of visits from their fami- 
lies to which they are entitled as qualified 
political prisoners, 

Against this brutality, hurting also tke 
relatives, they strike by starving ‘shen- 
selves. Their purpose, thereby to arouse 
the public, is achieved, because today in 
several dailies the news about them was 
published in language couched’ very 
objectively, stating they suffer for their 
pacifist convictions. 


Arms Expenditure 


The following is an extract from an 
article which appeared in a recent issue of 
The Economist on armaments expenditures 
by the Great Powers in 1913, 1928, and 
1938: 

It may be remarked that Russian expenditure 
on armaments was proportional to 5 percent of 
the national income in 1913 and 22 percent in 
1938; in Germany the proportion was 4 percent 
in 1913 and is today 15 percent. In Britain, 
France, and Italy the increases in the same 
period have been respectively from 5 to 7 per- 
cent, 6 to 10 percent, and 3 to 9 percent. 
Per capita expenditure is headed by Germany 
(£12); in Britain it is £7, in Russia £6, in France 
and Japan approximately £5, in Italy nearly £3 
and in the USA almost £2. If British expendi- 
ture on armaments be taken as base—100, 


Russian arms expenditure is over 300 and Ger- 
man over 250. 
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Commission of Inquiry for Palestine ? 


War-Weary Spain :: Labour and. 


National Service 


HATEVER the outcome of the Pales- 

tine Conference, no solution is satis- 
factory which pre-supposes the retention 
of a British force in the Holy Land. No 
past promises, made by governments 
which assumed our right to dispose of 
Palestine as a conquest of the last war, can 
be accepted. As in the case of the military 
pacts which have long threatened the 
peace of Europe, these must be repudiated 
as a preliminary step to any just and last- 
ing settlement. 

But the repudiation of immoral pledges 
does not relieve us of moral responsibility. 
On the contrary, that responsibility is in- 
creased. Even if a settlement is found in 
London, we shall still owe reparation both 
to the Arabs and to the Jews. 

Our duty with regard to the Jews is 
obvious and is generally recognized. We 
promised them something that was not 
ours to give and put them in a position 
which even our imperialists are now in- 
clined to regard as impossible. The 
“National Home” in Palestine has proved 
a strategic blunder. In the event of a 
Mediterranean war and an Arab revolt, 
the “little loyal Jewish Ulster ” which Sir 
Ronald Storrs envisaged would be wiped 


out. 
” * *” 


Meanwhile the increasing pressure of 
Jewish emigration from Central Europe 
makes urgent and imperative the need to 
discover alternatives to Palestine. The 
greatest possible moral pressure must be 
brought to bear upon the self-governing 
democracies to provide such alternatives, 
not at the expense of helpless “ natives” in 
Africa or elsewhere, but in their own 
countries. 

Another obligation is less generally 
realized. From British residents in Pales- 
tine come appalling accounts of the destitu- 
tion caused during the past two years. We 
have yet to discover the number of houses 
and huts destroyed by the Government, 
the extent of destitution caused by “ col- 
lective fines” and raids on the villages, 
‘the number of widows and orphans who 
will be left as a legacy of the present war. 

In common justice, and in the interests 
}of future relations with the Arab peoples, 
Ithese matters should be the subject of a 
‘careful inquiry. And though we cannot 
bring the dead back to life, at least we can 
show our humanity with regard to the 
living. 


Arabs Demand Inquiry 


At a delegate conference recently held 
* at Friends House, in which repre- 
sentatives from Peace Pledge Union 
branches participated, a resolution was 
passed asking for such an inquiry. Since 
then a publication has come from 
Damascus in which the Arab National 
Bureau has made the same demand. 

In this publication instances are cited of 
appalling excesses alleged to have been 
committed since December 9, 1938. These 
charges cannot be ignored: names and 
places of residence are given of persons 
alleged to have been murdered by the 
military—in one case of three men who 
were said to have been deliberately burnt 
alive in a hut at Atteel. 

It is not a matter of a few isolated cases, 
but of specific allegations of a cumulative 
character which indicate a state of affairs 
much worse than that of Ireland under the 
“Black and Tans.” English correspondents 
in Palestine have already confirmed many 
of the Arab charges. 

A demand for an inquiry, even if it were 
unsuccessful, would at least show to the 
Arabs that there were some people in this 
country sufficiently fair-minded to wish to 
know the truth. To refuse such a request 
can only mean that we are afraid of what 
an inquiry would reveal. 


The London Talks 


S for the likely outcome of the present 

talks in London, we are still given no 
encouragement to hope that the matter 
will be tackled at the root—namely, of 
course, imperial interests. 

While such economic needs as that of oil 
are left to be satisfied as best they may by 
superior strength, this country is likely to 


& 


pursue a Palestine policy that will main- 
tain its power to control the oil of alraq 
and the Mosul. Though the confidence of 
the Arabs would do this for us as well as 
anything, that hardly seems possible now 
without alienating the sympathy of at 
least a powerful section of the Jews. So 
we find British opinion in Jerusalem look- 
ing at Haifa as a harbour for the British 
fleet and at Mount Carmel as providing 
facilities for the erection of shore batteries. 

But this in turn will meet with the con- 
tinued bitter opposition of the Arabs. How- 
ever the Government may try to patch 
things up, in the event of the failure of 
the present conference, it cannot mean 
peace while fundamental problems remain. 


Peace In Spain 


HE claim that recognition of General 
Franco as the de facto ruler of Spain 
would be an aid to peace—and therefore 
in the best interests of Spain—depends 
upon the circumstances of the recognition. 
If it is hoped that recognition will serve 
to win the General’s favour, it cannot be 
regarded as a peace move, but simply as 
another move in the game of power- 
politics. If it is the result of Franco’s 
being in fact ruler (as the term implies), 
rather than Italy, there would be more 
justification for the claim. 

Certainly there is more justification for 
the claim in the British Government’s 
other efforts in regard to Spain in the past 
week. Here indeed is “intervention” of 
a kind to compare favourably with Italy’s. 

The cost of the Spanish war in terms of 
human misery alone (the material cost has 
been great enough) long ago exceeded the 
worth of the victory that could have re- 
sulted to either side. Leaders and politi- 
cians have kept alive the conflicting views 
and policies, but behind them all have been 
the too-long-suffering peoples of both sides 
who have grown daily more weary—not 
only physically, but weary to death of the 
futility of it all. 

The only pity about the peace efforts is 
that the British Government had to wait 
so long before it felt it could face opposi- 
tion in this country. 

LI ” * 


Of course, as Sefior de Madariaga said 
in a letter to The Times on Tuesday, the 
end of the war is not to the liking of the 
Republicans or of their sympathizers in 
this country (among whom must surely be 
counted every pacifist). But the continu- 
ance of the madness of war is not to the 
liking of the Spanish people—or of any 
other people—as human beings. 

“And it is time peopte"wWére so regarded. 
To divide humanity into groups labelled 
with the names of different nations is bad 
enough. To divide people further by 
ideological barriers is worse. 

To quote the famous Spanish statesman 
again, “Let there be peace and let Spain 
take care of herself and of her future, un- 
disturbed not only by fascists but also by 
leftists.” The peaceful surfender of 
Minorca at least helped toward that end. 
Might not the end have been even more 
satisfactory, as well as quicker, if similar 
efforts had been made in Spain itself long 
ago? 

rconeiden too, this pacifist thought from 
another non-pacifist writer to The Times, 
Sir John Fischer Williams: “ The interests 


of our country and of the world, especially 
in these days when war involves whole 
populations, are identical in requiring 
peace as the one indispensable preliminary 
to justice and the gradual establishment 
of better things. Selfishness and unselfish- 
ness lead to the same result—a resolute 
pursuit of peace.” 


National Service 


"THE response to the new drive for the 

national service scheme has not been 
encouraging to the ‘“defence” depart- 
ments. Nor are the Ministers chiefly con- 
cerned very popular among at any rate a 
section of the people. 

The demonstrations against first Mr. 
Ernest Brown (Minister of Labour) in Man- 
chester and then Sir John Anderson himself 
in Glasgow this week did not, of course, re- 
flect an opinion opposed to military ser- 
vice. But they did express a very impor- 
tant fact that is a material one in the case 
against military defence—namely, that it 
is bought at the cost of the welfare of the 
people, which should be the first concern 
of a peace policy and the object of real 
national service. 

But Sir John was “not perturbed.” Can 
it have been because of the news from that 
same Scottish city on the same day that 14 
local trade union leaders who refused to 
agree to unlimited overtime being worked 
on gun forging were suspended—by 
national leaders of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union? 

The Glasgow leaders voted against what 
would have been an infringement of union 
rules. Their leaders in London, in remov- 
ing them from the local TU committee, 
announced that “they will not be eligible 
for re-election until they promise to obey 
executive council instructions.” 

The Labour movement’s support of 
national service has been given on the 
ground that it is voluntary. 

As Mr. Ernest Bevin said on Wednesday: “ The 
main task of trade unions was so to order their 
policy that even if the worst happened they 
should be assured that, so far as industry was 


concerned, they had preserved the civilian liber- 
ties of their people.” 
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“PEACE NEWS" is published 
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Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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